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OFFICE SUPRRI:"<TRNDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

St. Paul, Janvary 27, 1863. 

StR: I herewith tran~mit the annual report of Thomas J. Galbraith, agent for 
the Sioux of the Mi;;~i~sippi. 

Very respectfully, your obedient l'ervant, 
CLARK W. THOMPSON, 

Hon. WILLIAM P. DoLE, 
Superintendmt o/ lndia11 Affairl. 

()nmmiuiuner of Indian Affairs, lVaskington, D. C. 

ST. PAl!L, January27, 1863. 

The year which bas just clo8l'd ha11 hl'l'n ll stmnge and eventful one in the 
history of the agency of the Sioux of t11e ~li:~si:~dippi. It began in hope, ap­
parent prosperity, and happiness, and clm<ed amid disappointments and blood. 

To furnish to the government and the public a clear, just, and detailed account 
of the agency for this eventful year; to set torth the cnu~es wl1ich ga\·e rise to, 
and to tmce the recent and although smothered, yet existing rebellion, or mur­
de~us raid, from it!l incipiency to it11 prcllent situation, although clearly my duty, 
is yet an undertaking which I stpproach not without many misgivings. 

'l'he lending interests involved-the welfare of two races, the whites and the 
Indiant<-dictnte that my report should be just, fair, and full in the premises, 
and logically true in conclusions. 

The responsibility of the work, and the yet imperfect and crude state of the 
factA and data, are my ex~use for having delayed my report so far beyond the 
usual time. 

In this case, while I have endeavored and desired to be quick and prompt, 
yet I had rather be accurate and u~eful, if in my power, than meet the require­
ments of the dcp~trtment in having my rPport published in the "reports." Not 
yet, indeed, has the time arrivnd to write this history. 'l'he facts, or rather 
reports of titcts, are in a confused and imperfect t<tate. The atrocities and 
savage outrages of the lndinns are yet too fret>h and recent to entirely free one's 
mind of the bias which must necc~~arily give a coloring to the recital of the 
events which have crowded upon us with such fearful rapidity in !'O 11hort a time. 

An interested party, having pel'sonal knowledge by being myself a witness 
to the murders, outrages, and atrocitiell committed, and the dli•l't on me of having 
had my own family and friends, as I supposed, for eleven days exposed to the 
samc kind of outrages and horrible indignities to which I knew others were 
expost•d, thi:~ terrible suspense :>o exa:>pcratcd my fceliugs as to place me in 
anything hut a fit condition to do jui'tice to the !!object on band. 
' Now, however, that I know and realize that my tit.mily and many friends have 

Cllcaped as from the jaws of hell and death, aud arc safe and free ·from outrage; 
that time tot· thought and reflect:on ha:~ elapsed, when, for a time, a lull in the 
fierce storm exists, I venture on the work before me. Anrl, first, an account of 
the ordinary ntlitirs and transactions of the agency will be attempted. 

My books, memoranda, bill:.<, and accounts having been nenrly all lost or de­
stroyed at the commencement of the outbreak, I have been obliged to gather up 
such information 1111 I could from pcr,;ous cognizant of the facts. 'l'his, addea 
to my own recollection o( the trnn«actionto, aided by r>craps of paper and books 
saved from the wreck, is all I have to depend upon. 1 have been unremitting 
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tn my endeavors to co1lect all the information available, and careful to digest 
and arrange it. · 

I ,;sited, as soon as posi!ible, the reservations with Colonel (now Brigadier 
General) Sibley's command, and remained the1·c from September 22 to November 
8, collecting all the information which I possibly could. Hence, in regard to 
this part of my report, while it cannot, of course, be accurate, yet it will be 
sufficiently correct tor all practical purposes. Neither can it be as full in details 
as desirable, as any details in regard to which I am uncertain I shall omit, 
content to be correct, as far as I can be, rather than full, and in all probability 
mi11takcn. 

The autnmn of 18t.il closed upon us rather unfavorably. The crops were 
light, especially was this the ease with the U ppcr Sioux ; they had little or 
JJothing. As heretofore communicated to the department, the cut-wonns de­
stroyed all the com of the· Sissitons, and greatly injured the crops of the 
Wahpetons, and 1tledewakantons, and Wahpecutahs. .l<,or these latter I pur­
chased, on credit, in anticipation of the agricultural and civilization funds, large 
quantities of pork•and flour at carrent rates, to support them during the winter. 
Early in the autumn, in view of the necessitous situntion of the Sissitons, I 
made a requisition on the department for the sum of 85,000, out of the special 
fund11 for the relief of •• poor and destitute Indians;" and in anticipation of 
receiving this money I made arrangcments to feed the old and infirm men and 
the women and children of these people. I directed the Rev. S. R. Higgs to 
make the selection and fnmi;:.h me a li:~t. lie carefully did this, and we ti~d in 
an economical, yea. even par~imonious way, about 1,500 of these people from 
the middle of Decembl'r until nearly the first of April. We l1ad hoped to get 
thNn off on their spring hunt earlier, but a tremendous and Ullllrecedcnted snow 
storm, during the last day:< of February, prevented. 

In response to my rcr1ui~ition I received $3,000, and expended very nearly 
$5,000, leaving a deficiency not properly chargeable to the regular fu11dl! of 
about $2,000. 

These people, it is believed, must have perished bad it not been for this 
scanty a8sigtnnce. In addition to thi11, the regular issul.'s were made to the filr· 
mrr Indians in payment for thch· labor. 'l'ht•se were k<'pt at work during the 
wint<'r in making rnilil, g-<"tting out and hauling to the mill saw-logs for their 
individual use, and in taking care of their famili<>l and stock. 

In the month of Augul't, 186l, the superintendents of funns were directed to 
have ploughed in the tall, in the old, public and nt•glectrd private field, a snffi­
eient quantity of land to p1·ovicle plautings for such Indian~ M could not be 
provided with o:r.en and implements. In pursuanec of thi~ din•ction, there were 
ploughed, at rates ranging from $1 fiO to S2 per acre, acl'ording ·to the nature 
of the work by tl'nm:~ nnd men hired tor the pu1·po11e, for the Lower Sioux about 
500 acres, and r.,r the Upper Sioux about 4 7 5 acr .. s. 'l'lu·rt~ Wl're alt<o, at the 
Pame time, ploughl-d by the farmer Indians and the th•pnrtrm·nt teams about 
250 acres for the I~ower, 1md about 325 acr<'fl for the t_; pper Sioux, This full 
ploughing wall continued until the frost pre\'f'nted its further prosecution. It 
was done to facilitate tlu~ work of the agriculturul dt•partmcut, and to kill tho 
worms which had proved so injurious the previous year. 

In November, '1861, the new 11touc wnrcll!lul!t·, lll<'ntioned in my l11~<t annual 
report, was completed and occupied. It proved to b•l, us anticipated, a tmfc, 
convcnicul, and suh~<tantial structure. 

'l'he st·arcity of timh<•r on the reeervntionR itulm,ed me to have nll the fallen 
wood and tree tops cut up into firewood fo1· the Ul!c of the cmployts, millll, and 
brick-yards lefurc t.he SllOW had fallen. W C thus 8Cl'llrt'tl Oll till' upp<•r rt•l!er• 
vat ion between fivu and six hundred corf111, at " cost of$~ 5.') p«'r t•or<l, and on 
the lower re11crvation nhout two hundred cortl!!, at a co!'t of Sl :!3 per cord, 
without injury to a single I! tanding -or growing tl·ec. I ~tlso made contract!! for 
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stocking both saw-mills with logs and shingle blocks. In pursuance of which, 
there was delivered at the lower mill 650,000 feet of !'law-logs, and 128 cords of 
shingle blocks and at the upper mill 178,000 feet of saw-logs. 

The carpenter shops at both agencies were supplied with lumber for the 
manufacture nnd repair of sleds, wagons, and other farming utensils. Sheds were 
erected for the protection of their cattle and utensils of the department, nnd the 
Farmer Indians, assisted by the department carpenters, erected stables, pens, 
nnd other out-houses for the protection of their cattle, horses, and uten~ils. 

The upper saw-mill was closed about the first of Novemlx>r, 1861, the stoek 
of logs having been exhausted. The lower saw-mill was kept in operation gen­
erally during the winter, and the com-mills attached to both saw-mills were 
put in order and used when required. Hay, grain, and other supplies were pro­
vided. and, in short, everything was done which the means at command of the 
agent would justify. 

The work of the autumn having been thus closed, I set about making prep­
arations for the work of the next spring and summer, and in directing the work 
of the winter. I made calculations to erect during the sum"'er and autumn of 
1862 at least fifty dwelling-houses for Indian families, at an estimated average 
cost of $300 each, and also to aid the farmer Indians in erecting as many ad­
ditional dwelliugs as possible, not to exceed thirty or forty, and to have planted 
for the Lower Sioux at least twelve hundred acres, and for the Upper Sioux at 
least thirteen hundred acres of crops, aud to have all the lnnd planted, except 
that at Big Stone lake, enclosed by a fence. 

'l'o carry out the$e calculations, early in the winter the superintendents of 
farms, the black8miths, the carpenters, and the !:lupcrintemlent of !:lchools were 
directed to furnish estimates for the amount of agricultural implements, horses, 
oxen, wagons, carts, building material, iron, steel, tools, and supplies, needed to 
carry on successfully their t<cveral departments for one year from the opening 
of navigation in the spring of 1862. 

These estimates were prepared and furnished me about the 1st of February. 
In accordance with these estimates I proceeded to purchase, in open market, 
the articles and supplies recommended. 

I made the estimates for one year, and the purchases accordingly, in order to 
secure the benefit of trant<portation by water in the spring, and thus avoid the 
delays, vexations, and extra expense of transportation by land in the fall. The 
bulk of the purchases were made with the distinct underetanding that payment 
would be made out of the funds belonging to the quarter in which the goods, 
implements, or supplies were expended. 

During the month of March, 1862, I purchased 16 breaking ploughs, 16-inch 
steel; 240 cross ploughs, 12-inch steel; 144 corn Jlloughs, 10-inch steel; 72 
corn ploughs, 8-incl1 steel; 244 hoel!, garden, steel ; 350 hoes, planters, stee1 ; 
175 hoes, prairie, ~.<ted; 300 mowing scythes, steel; 300 snaths, 250 hay forks, 
60 shovclti, 100 spades, 3 grain cradll's, 25 sets plough harness, 45 ox cartl', 
4 wagons, 75 ox yokcil, 82 ox chains, 12 wheelbarrows, 285 bushels seed corn, 
30 bu~hcls seed wheat, 3,690 bushels seed potatoes, 10 bushelR seed bean~, 
10 bushels f<eed peas, and 11roportionate quantities of turnip, rutabaga, pump­
kin, squa~h, beet, onion, tomato, carrot, parsnip, cabbage, aQ.d other garden 
seeds. 

I also purchased, partly in the autumn of 1861 and in the winter and spring 
of 1862, seventy-nine yoke of oxen, and ten or fifteen odd oxen to match the 
same number of single oxen in the hamds of farmer Indians, and during the 
summer I purcha8ed 47 cows and calves, and 88 sheep, and 4 horses. 

I also purchased 250 glazed window sash, 48 doors, 40 kegs nails, 15 spikes, 
125 door locks and l~~tchcl!, 175 butts, 18M feet pine lumber, assorted; 300 hat!!, 
325 summer coats, 600 pants, 300 shirts, 16 sacks cofli~e. 400 ponnrls tea, 10 
barrels salt, 22 barrels sug:u, 50 casks dried apples, 8 boxes candles, 75 boxes 
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soap. 1 barrel vinegar, 2 barrels molasses, 2 barrels rice, 4 barrels lard, 1 barrel 
machine oil, 28 tons iron, 3 tons steel, 1 set of blacksmith's and part of two 
sets of carpenter's tools, besides a large quantity of tubs, buckets, churns, 
ltardware, queensware, and other household and kitchen furniture too various 
for detail in this report. 'l'he foregoing goods were all delivered at the lo~er 
agency, by boats, in good order. 

During the winter the lower farmer Indians made 18,000 rails and posts, and 
the upper farmer Indians 12,000 rails and posts. 

Most of the seed-com above mentioned, and some of the seed-potatoes, were 
obtained from the farmer Indians in exchange for goods and provisions from the 
warehoul!e. 'l'hus it will be seen that, in the spring of 1862, there were on hand 
~mpplies and material snfficient to carry us through the coming year. Besides 
what is above set forth, we had on hand nearly 200,000 brick, which were 
manufactured the previous autumn. 'l'hus, to all appearance, the spting season 
opened propitiously. 

To carry out my original design of having as much as possible pla~ted for 
the Indians at Big Stone lake and Lac qui Parle as early in the month of May, 
1862, as the condition of the swollen streams would permit, I visited Lac qui 
Parle, Big Stone lake, going as far as North Island, in Lake 'l'raverse, having 
with me Antoine }~reniere, United States interpreter, Dr. J. L. Wakefield, 
physician of the Upper Sioux, and Nelson Givens, aesistnnt agent. · 

At Lac qui Parle we found the Indians willing and anxious to plant. I in· 
quired into their conditions and wants, and m{\de arrangements to have them 
supplied with seeds and implements, and directed Amos W. Huggins, the school­
teacher there, to aid and in8truct them in their work, and to make the proper 
distribution of the seeds and implements furnished, and pla_ced at his disposal 
an ox team and wagon and two breaking t<>ams, with instructions to <leYote his 
whole time and attention to the eupcrintendencc and instruction of the resident 
Indians throughout the planting season and until the crops were safely cultiva­
ted and harvested. I likewise found the Indians at Big Stone Jake and Lake 
Traverse \·cry anxious to plant, but without any means whatever so to do. I 
looked over their fields in order to see what could be done. Aftet· having in· 
quired into the whole matter, I instructed ?tlr. Givens to remain a.t Big Stone 
lake and superintend and direct the agricultural operations of the sea!lon, and 
to remain there until it was too late to plant any more. I placed at his disposal 
ten double plough teams, with men to operate them, 1\nd ordered forward at 
once one hundred bushels of seed-corn and five hundred bushels of seed-pota­
toes, with pumpkin, squash, turnip, and othet· seeds in reasonable proportion, 
together with a sufficient supply of plough~. hoe!!, and other implements for the 
Indianto, and a blacksmith to repair breakages, and directed him to see thnt 
every Indian and every Indian horse or pony did as much wot·k as was pos­
eibl('. The nece~:~snry supplies were also furni8hcd. 

Thns instructed, with the interpreter and physician, I started for the.agency, 
and arrived there on the 24th day of l\lay, having been ubt~eut fifte('n d1Lyl!l. 
On my way to the llcoocncy I found that l\lr. Ilug!-l'ins had bl'en assiduously at­
tending to his work at Lac qui Parle. 'l'be Indian11 were all at work. 'l'he 
supplies had all arrived, and everything promised well. 

On my way down to the agency I vi11itcd the plantings of Ta-ham-pi·h'dn, 
(Rattling Moccasin.) 1\la-za-sha, (Red Iron,) ?llah-pi-ya-wi-chasb\, (Cloud Man,) 
and Rattling Cloud, and found tlmt Mr. Goodell, superintendent of farms for 
the Upper ~ioux, had, in accordance with my instructions, been faithfully at­
rending to the wants of these band!!!. He had supplit~d tht•m with implements 
and ec<.ods, and I left them at work. On my anival at the agency I found that 
the farmer Indians residing thereabouts had, in my ab:>ence, been indu11triously 
at work, and had not only completed their ploughing, but had plnntt>d very 
ex.teneively. 'l'he next day after my arrival at the ageucy I viilited each farmer 

25 I 

Digitized by Goog I e 

I' 



386 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY Oi' THE INTERIOR. 

Indian at the Yell ow Medicine, and congratulated him on his prospects for a 
good crop. and spoke to him such words of encouragement as occurred to me. 

The next day I proceeded to the lower agency, and then takiug with me 
Mr. A. H. \Vaguer, the supel"intendcnt of farms for the Lower Sioux, I w.ent 
around to each planting, and for the second time visited each fanner Indian, and 
found that, in general, my instructions had been carried out. The ploughing 
Wall generally completed in good order, and the planting nearly all d9ne, and 
many of the farmer Indians were engnged in repairing old and making new 
fence. I was pleased and gratified, and so told the Indians, the prospect was 
10 encouraging. 

About the 1st of July I visited all the plantings of bo-th the Upper and 
Lower Sioux, except those at Big Stone lake, and found in nearly every in­
stance the prospect for good crops very hopeful indeed. 

The superintendent of farms, the male school-teachers, and all the employes 
&l!si:;ting them, bad done their duty. About this time Mr. Givens had returned 
from Big Stone lake and reported to me his success there. 

l<'rom' all I knew and all 1 thus learned, I wae Jed to &he belief that we would 
have no starving Indians to feed the next win~r, and little did I dream of the 
unfortunate and terrible outbreak which in a short time bunt upon us. 

Early in the spring tiJC saw mills were ordered to be fully manned and to cut 
all the lumber possible, under the direction of Mr. Nairn, Lower Sioux carpen­
ter. 

The contractor, ?lb. De Camp, went industriously to work and kept the mills 
running to the full extept of their capacity. At tbe same time I directed Mr. 
Ryder, the contractor for brick making, to proceed to work and manufii.Ctnre 
brick as fast as he could. He promptly did so, and by the middle of July had 
bumed in good order a kiln of over two hundred thousand excellent brick, and 
up to the time of the outbreak he had made some one hundred thousand bricks~ 
which were either placed in a new kiln or piled up in the yard. The necessity 
fo1· brick at the lower agency, and the apparent impossibility of finding good 
brick-clay, induced me early in the season to offer a reward to any one wb() 
would discover such clay. A man named -----,after diligent search. 
di:~covered an excellent bed of clay, very Dear the anrface of the earth, and 
about four feet in thickness, and in an eligible location. 

I at once determined to make a brick,yard tht>re, and ordered the discoverer 
of the clay to dig a well, as. there was no water at the place, and had the lum­
ber and other necessary things prepared to have bricks made at once. The 
well was just fiui:~hed, and we were ready to commence work on the brick-yard. 
on the fatal 18th day of August, when the unfortunate discoverer of the clay was 
assassinated at his work fini:>hing the well, by the Indians for whose benefit be 
Will! laboriug. In June, 1862, I . concluded a contract with H. G. Billings for 
cutting and delivering 300 tons of hay, at $1 85 per ton, for the Lower Sioux. 
and 2.50. tons, at $1 9.5 per ton, for the Upper Sioux. At the time of the out­
break he had cut and put into cock all the hay contracted for the Lower Sioux. 
and on the rooming of the eventful 18th of August he had made arrangements 
to haul and stack it at the hay yard of the Lower Sioux agency, preparatory 
to his going to the Yellow Medicine to fulfil hie contract there. 

During the winter of 1862 there were split, and delivered under my direction, 
2,000 wagon spokes for the Lower Sioux, and 2,800 spokes for the Upper Sioux; 
and there were made and delivered 200 ox-bows for the Lower, and 104 ox­
bows for the Upper Sioux. 

In the fall of 1861 a good and substantial school-room and dwelling, a store­
bouse and blacksmith shop, were completed at Lac qui Parle, and about the firsl 
of Novembe rMr. Amos W. Huggins and his family occupied the dwelling, and, 
assisted Ly Miss Julia La l<'rambois, prepa1-ed the scbool·roolh, and devoted their 
whole time to teaching such Indian children as they could induce to attend the 
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l!chool. The warehouse was supplied with provisions, wt.ich Mr. Hnggins wns 
instmcted to i~sue to the children and their parents at his discretion. Here 
it may be permitted me to remark that Mr. llnggins, who was born and raised 
among tl1e Sioux, and ?tliss La Frambois, who was a Bioux mixed blood, were 
two persons entirely capable, and in every respect qualified for the discharge of 
the duties oftheir situation, than whom the Indians ltad no more devoted friends. 
They lived among the lndhns of choice, because they thought they could be 
beneficial to them. Mr. Higgins exercised nothing but kindness towards them. 
He fed them when hungry, elotht>d them when naked, attended them when sick, 
and advised and cheered them in all their difficulties. He was intelligent, indus­
trious, energetic, and good ; and yet be was one of the first victims of the out­
break-ttbot down like a dog by the very Indians whom he had so long and 
so well served. 

The blacksmith shop was supplied with tools and iron, and a careful black­
smith placed in chArge. 

Early in the spring there was made and delivered at the lower agency blaek­
emith shop 2,950 bushels of coal, and at the upper blacksmith shop about 3,100 
bushels of coal. In June, 1862, I employed George Lott to erect a blacksmith 
shop, dwelling-house, root-house, and to make :2,500 bushels of coal, at Big 
Stone lake, and nlso to cut and put up about 50 tons of hay ; and I bad also 
planted by Mr. Givens, in the spring, about seven acres of potntoes and other 
vegetables for seed for the Sissitons, and to supply the blacksmith whom I pro­
potiC<l to eend them, and hnd purchased tools an1l iron to supply the shop. 

Mr. Lott had nearly completed his work, when he and llis hands, on the 21st 
of .August, were attacked by the lndil~ns, and all but one killed. 

With all the material for house-building thus on hand, or clearly in rrospeet, 
I Celt saf~ in commencing to erect the dwelling-houses proposed, and bad ac­
cordingly made arrangE-ments with a contractor to commence work upon them 
ae soon as the details could be settled, and a written contract entered into with 
the consent of the superintendent of Indian affairs. 

1'he department carpenters were engaged, so fa.r as their time would permit, 
in erecting and in aiding the Indians to erect dwelling-houses during the sum­
mer of 1862, and up to the time ofthe outbreak. 

In the mouth of June, 1862, being well aware of the influence exerted by 
Little Crow over the Blanket Indians, and by his plausibility led to blllieve that 
he intended to act in good faith, I promised to build him a good brick house, 
provided that he would agree to aid me in bringing round the idle young men 
to babita of industry and civilization, and that he would abandon the leadership 
of the Blanket Indians, and become a "white man." This being well under­
stood, as I thought, I directed Mr. Nairn, the carpenter of the Lower Sioux, to 
make out the plan and estimates for Crow's house, and to proceed at once to 
make the window and door frames, and to prepare the lumber necessary for the 
building, and ordered the teamsters to deliver the necessary amount of bricks as 
soon as possible. Little Crow agreed to dig the cellar, and haul the necessary 
lumber, both of which be had commenced. Tbe carpenter had nearly com­
pleted bis part of the work, and the brick were being promptly delivered, at the 
time of the outbreak. 

On the 15th day of August, 1862, only three days previous to the outbreak, 
I bad an interview with Little Crow, and he seemed to be well pleased and satia­
fied. 1.-ittle, indeed, did I suspect at that time that he would be the leader of 
the terrible outbreak of the 18th. 

A re11ume of the farmer work of the summer of 1862 will now be given: 
In tbc spring there was planted for and by the Lower Sioux, of com, 1,02S 

acres ; of potatOCII, 260 acres; of turnips and rutabagas, 60 acres; of wheat, 
(a new trial,) 12 acres; and large qullntities of beans, peas, beets, pumpkins, 
equashes, and othtlr field and garden vrgetablee. And for and by the Upper 
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Sioux, of com, 1,110 acres; of potatoes, 300 acres; of turnips and rutabaga&, 
90 acres ; of wheat, 12 acres; and field and garden vegetables in proportion. 

These crops were well attended, ploughed, hoed, and weeded, and, a few days 
prior to the outbreak, promised as fair a yield as any crops which I ever saw; 
and this was the common testimcny of all who saw them. 

The prospective yield was a matter of speculation and remark, and I put my 
estimate at the lowest I heard made. It is, corn, 25 bushels; potato~s, 12.5 
bushels; turnips and rutabagas, 225 bushels; and wheat, 20 bushels per acre. 

This estimate would, then, give us for the Lower Sioux, of corn, 25,625 bushels; 
of potatoes, 32,500 bushels ; of turnips and rutabagas, 13,500 bushels; of wheat, 
240 bushels; and for the Upper Sioux, of corn, 27,750 bushels; of potatoes, 
37,500 bushels; of turnips and rutabagas, 20,250 bushels; of wheat, 240 bushels. 

The beans, peas, beets, pumpkins, &c., can only be estimated by stating that 
they were planted in full proportion to, and were doing as well 88, other crops 
mentioned. The yield must have been good, but I have not sufficient data to 
justify me in giving figures. . 

These crops had all been safely enclosed by fence, except those at Big Stone 
lake, where fences were not needed, because the Indians there as yet had no 
stock to destroy their crops. · 

Every necessary preparation had been made to have the Farmer Indians and 
some of the Blanket Indians to cut and put up hay sufficient for their stock 
during the winter, and they were busily engaged at this work when we were 
stopped by the outbreak. I need hardly say that our hopes were high at the 
prospects before us, nor need I relate my chagrin and mortification when, in a 
moment, I found those high hopes blasted forever. 

The almost impassable condition of the sloughs, brooks, and creeks between 
the lower agency and Ye1low Medicine induced me to have these spanned with 
cheap, substantial, permanent bridges. .Accordingly, I had the bridges erected, 
and the road repaired to correspond. This done, and the road was rendered 
one of the best in the State. There were eighteen of these bridges in all; sev­
enteen of them common bridges, made of first-rate oak timbers, covered with 
good oak plank-all elevated above high-water mark. Ten of these averaged 
22! feet, five of . them 37 feet, and two were 50 feet in length. The eighteenth 
was a truss bridge, 67 feet in length, over Wood lake creek. Here the battle 
of Wood lake was fought, and this bridge w88 fired by the Indians and greatly 
injured, though not del!troyed. 

The amount of transportation from tlte lower to the upper agency was so great, 
that I deemed it a matter of the greatest importance that these bridges Phould 
be built. It was an economical and highly useful outlay. Before the bridges 
were bui1t the cost of tranl'portation was forty cents per hundred weight; and 
after, only thirty cents; indeed, ofi'ers were made to haul for twenty-five cents 
per hundred weight. In addition to this, there would have been saved the in­
jury to team!!, wagons, and han1ess, caused by miring in the sloughs, and an­
noying delays avoided. 1'he bridges were finished about the first of August, 
just prior to the outbreak, and hence were little used. 1'hey proved of great 
use to General Sibley's expedition, and it is hoped will hereafter prove of general 
benefit . 

.About the 25th of June, 1862, a number of the chiefs and headmen of the 
Sissitons an<l Wah-pay-tons visited the agency and inquired about the pay­
ments-whether they were going to get any money, (as they had been told, as 
they alleged, that they would not be paid;) and if so, how much, and when. 
I answered them that they would certainly be paid-exactly how much, I could 
not say, but that it would be very nearly, if not quite, a full payment; that I 
did not know when the payment would be made, but that I felt sure it could 
not be made before the 20th of July. I advised them to go home, and admon-
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isbed them not to come back again until I sent for them. I issued provisions, 
powder and shot, and tobacco to them, and they departed. 

In a few days after I went to the lower agency, and then spoke to the lower 
Indians in regard to their payments. As they all lived within a few miles of 
the agency, little was said, as, when the money came, they could be called 
together in a day. I remained about one week there, visiting the farms and 
plantil\g!', and issued to the Indians a good supply of pork, flour, powder, shot, 
and tobacco, ana urged upon them the neces:>ity of cutting and securing hay for 
the winter, and of watching and keeping the birds ft·om their com. I left them 
apparently satisfied, and arrived at Yellow Medicine on the 14th of July, and 
found, to my surprise, that nearly all the upper Indians had arrived, and were 
<>ncamped about the agency. I inquired of them why they had come, and they 
answered that they were afraid something was wrong ; they feared they would 
not get their money, because. white men had been telling them so. Being in 
daily expectation of the arrival of the money, I detennined to make the best of 
it, and notified the superintendent of Indian affairs accordingly. How were over 
4,000 annuity and over 1,000 Yanktonais Sioux, with nothing to eat, and en­
tirely dependent on me for supplies, to be provided for 1 I supplied them as 
best I could, parsimoniously, indeed, from neccflsity it was; still I did all in my 
power. Our stock was nearly used up, and still, on the 1st day of August, no 
money had come. 

The Indi11ns complained of starvation. I ltcl!l back, in order to save the pro­
visions, to the last moment. On the 4th of August, early in the morning, the 
young men and soldiers, to the number of not lcl's than four hundred mounted 
11.nd one hundred and fifty on foot, surprisc<l and deceh·ed the commander of tho 
troops on guard and smTounded the camp, and proceeded to the warehouse in a 
boii!terous mannPr, and, in sight of and within one hundred and fifty yards of 
one hundred armed men, with two 12-pounder mountain howitzers, cut down the 
door of the warehouse, shot down the American flag, and entered the building, 
and before they could be stopped had carried over one hundred sacks of flour 
from the warehou~e, ani! were evidently bent on a general "clearing out." 'fbe 
~oldier~<, now rccovereil from tlteir panic, cam'l gallnntly to Ot!r aid, entered the 
warehoust•, and took posf'P!Ision. 'fhe Indians all stood around, with their guns 
loaded, cocked, and levdled. I spoke to them, and they consented to a "t.nlk." 
'l'he result was that they agreed, if I would give tlwm plenty of pork and flour, 
and issue to them the annuity goods the next day, they would go away. I told 
them to go nway, with enough to eat for tum day~, and to send the chiefs and 
headmen for a council the next day, unarmetl and peaceably, and I would answer 
them. They a~f!<'nterl, and went to their camp. In the mean time I had sent 
for Captain Marsh, the commandant of ~,ort Ridgley, who promptly arrivecl 
.. arly in tl1e morning of the next day. I laid the whole ease before him, and 
stated my plan. He agreed with me, and in the afternoon the Indiantl, unarmed, 
11nd apparently peaceably disposed, cnmc in, and we had a "talk," and, in tho 
t•resence of Oaptnin Marsh, Rev. :Mr. Riggs, and others, I agreed to i~<>~nc the 
Annuity goods and a fixed amount of pt·ovi~ions, provided the Indians would go 
ltome and watch their com, and wait for the payment until tlwy were t~cnt for. 
'fhey assentPd. I mnde, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of Au~nst, the issues as agreed 
upon, R!l"'il'tcd hy Captain Marsh, and by the 9th of Angn:<t the lndi,ms were 
nil gone, and on the 12th I had dcfinit,e information that the Sissitons, who had 
startt>d on the 7th, had all arrived at Big Stone lake, and that the men wt•re pre­
paring to go on a buffalo hunt, and that the women ancl children were to stay 
nnd guard thdr crops. Thus this threatening and ditJRgrcenhle event 11aslled 
oft', hut, as usual, without the punishment of a single Indian who had lwen en­
gaged in the attack on the wart>honMe. 'l'hl'y shoul<l have been punh•hed, but 
they were not, ancl 11imply because we had not the power to puni"h thPm, and 
hence we had to adopt the same "sugar-plum" policy which had be<>n I!O oftc.>n 
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adopted before with the Indians, and especially at the time of the Spirit Lake 
massacre in 1857. 

During this time an incident occmTed which, though seemingly unimportant 
in itself, deserves notice in this report. 

The news of the repulses which General McClellan l11td met with before 
Richmond, his retreat, and the withdrawal of his army fa·om the peninsula, of 
the subsequent defeat of the army uml<'r Pope, ncar "\Vas!Jington, and of the 
Pre8idcnt'll call for 600,000 meu, had jnet reached the ngell(·ice. . 

The young mt~n, Jt'rcuchmen, mixcJ-Lloodt~, employes who were abont to be 
discharged by me, and sojourucrs to the number of about fifty good fighting 
men, seemingly at tllC same moment ex.flresscd a wi:~h to go to the war. It 
was evident that a company could be raised, but who would organize and lead 
tlH•m 1 Soon more than lmlf a dozen leaders arose, and it wns likely that the 
whole number of these men willing to go would be split up into factions and 
their service lost to the goverumeut. The men, under tlais state of affairs, 
calleP, upon me and said to me, "If you will take charge of us we can all unite; 
otherwise we cannot." I saw tlll' trouble, and, I think, appreciated the 8itua­
tion. I consulted with Captain Mur~h. who was present, and the result of our 
conference was, that I told tl~el'c young mctl. tl1at they, by all means, ought to 
go ; that the country needed their services ; and that if my ~en;ces were necdt'.d 
to unite them and get them off, I would cheerfully render them all the aid in 
my power; that I would go with tlwm to Fort Snelling, and even to Richmond, 
or wherever else they migbt be ordered, if I could be relie-red of my Juties as 
Sioux ag<·llt without injury to tlJC public service; that I would see them safely 
to Fort ::inelling, the place of reudt·zvous, and there communicate 11·ith the gov­
ernment as to my course. On the 12th day of August some thirty men 
f:nlistcd at Y cllow Medicine, and with them, on the 13th, I proceeded to Red 
W ovd. Some nhwtcen or twenty eulisted there on the 14th. I remained at 
the lower agency, putting thiugi' in order, and on the afternoon of the 15th 
we proceeded to Fort Ridgley, where Captain Marsl1 furnished quarters and 
rations, and on the 16th, Captain l\Iarsh haviug placed nt our dispoml sufficient 
tramportatiou, and detailed Sergeant (now Second Lieutenant) .McGren, com­
pany B, 5th regiment Minnesota volunteers, with four men to accompany us, 
we started for New Ulm to get i'ome recruits who were thl're, and on the 
morning of tllC J8th we stnrtt-d for, and arrived at St. Peter in the afternoon. 
About tmndown Mr. J. C. Dickiu!;on arrived from the lower agency in a state 
of excitement bordering on insanity. l<,irst Lieutenant N. R. Cuher, com,Pany 
B, 5th :i\Iiune~:;ota volunteers, who accompanied us on businl';;s connected with 
the quartermaster's department, tk·rgeant l\IcGren and mysdf, took him to a 
room and gathered from him that there was trouble at tlw lower agency; that the 
Indians had broke out, and that Captain Marsh, witl1 some men, had started up 
from the fort to the scene ; but so confused, eouflieting, and disconnected were 
l1is statements, that at first we were in doubt what rcliauce to plnce on them . . 
However, after another and more careful examination, we were satisfied that 
there was trouble sufficient to induce us to return, and we at once called the 
men together and broke the subject to them, and examined Dickinson before 
them. Many of them doubted him, and most of them refu~c~ed to return to the 
fort. Satillfied myself that there was trouble, I des1>atched Wm. H . Shelley, 
esquire, who accompanied us, as Poon as possible, with a message to Go-remor 
Ramsey, in which I informed the governor of the trouble, and requested him in 
earnest terms to send at once at least two hundred men to }'ort Ridgley. 
Lieutenant Culver accompanied my despatch, with another calling for five 
hundred men. We at once set about gett.ing arms foi"'our men, now numberincr 
fifty·fivc in all, and learned that thr.re were in St. Peter some fifty United 
States Harper's Fen-y muskets and accoutrements belonging to the State of 
Minnesota. These we detcnnined to secure, and finally, about midnight, after 
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great trouble, by giving bonds, we obtained them and armed most of our men. 
By this time the first fugitive from New Ulm, Mrs. Siter, an intf'lligent and 
collected lady, had arrived, and we had an interview with her. She satisfied 
us of the reality of the outbreak, and we at once communicated the facts to the 
men, who, now thoroughly convinced, ea~erly voluntPer<'rl to go back. We 
promptly despatched another messenger, Captain Nel;.on Roberts, to the gov­
ernor, and proceeded to secure ammunition. After several vain efforts we 
finally succeeded in getting powder, lead, and buck-shot enough to m:tke about 
ten rounds of slug-shot cartridge~, besides 1:1ome additional lead and powder. 
The men all went to work to make the cartridges, and otherwil!e to prrpare for 
the expedition. The mules and horses were harnc·s~Pd, and a "cold bite " 
ordered for the men, in order to start just as soon as we could get ready. It 
Wa8 now four o'clock Tuesday morning; the mulf's W<'re hitched up, and the 
men nearly ready, when Sergeant Sturgis, of Captain ~far!lh'll company, arrived 
from Fort Ridgley, with despatches fi-om Lieutenant Gor<', in command, con· 
veying to us the sad news of the death of Captain Mar8h, and the decimation, 
ye:1, even destruction, of his command, at the battle of the lower Sioux ferry, 
and giving details of th<> extent and character of the ma~sacre and the re,.ulting 
panic. We secured him a fre11h hor~<>. and, with additional dc!!patchcs, be was, 
about five o'clock p. m., started for St. Paul. 

Now, at dawn of day, being all ready, so far ns was po;>sible to be, we started 
for the relief of the fort, with very slender hopes indeed. As soon as we had 
proceeded a few miles from St. Peter, we began to meet the advance of the 
fugitive trains. As we went on, the crowd increased. The rond was blocked 
up with the excited crowd of flying men, women, and children; on foot or horse­
back, or in wagons, tbey came. 'l'he scene was terribly painful and distressing. 
As we kept on, the crowd increased, and we were 11oon brought to a realiz:ttion 
of what had happen~, ana OUr imaginations pictured what Wa:i OCCUrring. We 
ha!ltened on silently, even solemnly, towards the fort, with very little hope, 
indeed, of !!aving it, as we had every reason to fear that the savages had taken 
it.; since, after Captain Marsh's I!Urprise and ddj!at, there could not, 110 f:tr as 
we had any reason to believe, be more than twenty-five cff,•eth·e men to d•·fPnd 
it. Still we went on, and, about fin~ o'clock p. m., in a drencl1ing rain, arrived 
at the fort, and found the little gnrrison yet safe. The savage!! lutd not yet 
attacked them, and it was well, yea, providential, that they had not on the 
pre\·ious night, as lel'lll than twenty-five mr>n could ha,·e been mn;>tcred ft~r their 
defence. Lieutenant ~beelum, with fifty men, had nrrh·ed n few hours previous 
to us. Our mrn were at once plaeed upon duty, and, for tlw nine suct·Pcding 
days and nights they, with the remnant of )Iarsh's men, Shehan's detnchment, 
and a few fugitive citizent<, and Sergeant Jonc:!, with the big gun!<, were on 
constant duty, with little or no re~t, and no time to ent a 11ingle decPnt m<'al. 
J..ike heroes they discharged their dut.iel!, and all contributed to defend the fort, 
and patiently and anxiou11ly awaited reli<~f from below. It wn11 a serious time. 
When we arrived on Tue11day evening, over two hundrtd and fifty fugitives, 
principally women and children, occupied the soldiers' quarter8 in tlw fort; 
and the~!e poor, forlorn creatures kept coming in daily until the number reached 
nearly three hundred. 

'fueeday night but few slept or rested. Time pas~cd until W edncsdny noon, 
when a messenger, with a de:!patch f1-om Jndge Jo'landreau, acting commandant 
at New Ulm, arrived, and we learned of the attack of the Indians on thnt place 
in force on Tuesday. Judge Flandreau expcctt'd another attack, and called for 
aid in men, arms, and ammunition. Ju:it as the commandant of the ft1rt bad 
dictated a reply the pickets ran in; in a moment volley after volley, in quick 
euccession, Wa8 poured into the fort by about two hundred and fifty of the sav­
ages, who had stealthily crept upon us through the bush and mvines whieh com­
manded Fort Ridgley on its entire river side. This was about half-past 2 o'clock 
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p.m. Until sundown these yelling, naked devil~, hidden in tl1e grass and weeds, 
behind logs and piles, and, indeed, always tmder cover, kept shooting inces­
santly. At night they withdrew; but the garrison all kept watch again that 
night. · 

'l'hm~sday and Thursday night pas~ed quietly, and Friday till about 2 o'clock 
p. m., when suddenly a volley from not less than four hundred Indians again 
drove every man, and woman too, to their posts. These terrific volleys were 
kept up with little c:c~sation until dark, when the savages withdrew; and, al­
though the fighting ceased, the watch was kept up. 

On Saturday morning we saw the Indians, who had evidently stayed with us 
during the night, on the river botrom, on their way towards New Ulm. We 
watched them until tl~ey disappeared, and could follow their course for miles by 
the fires which marked their path. While we all surmised where they were 
going, yet most of us were glad that they were leaving us. That day they 
attacked New Ulm in full force the second time, and although repulsed, they 
succeeded in destroying most of the town and carrying off an immense quantity 
of plunoer, and on the next day the town, and, indeed, the whole county of 
Brown, was evacuated. No other attack was made on the fort, yet continued 
watch was kept to avoid surprise. 

On Thursday morning, August 28, we were relieved by the advance of Col­
onel Sibley's command, and now for the first time I learned of the escape and 
safety of my family aud friends from ¥ell ow llledicine and Hazlewood, after a 
painful and torturing suspense, to which death to me 'would ,have been prefer­
able. l\Iy joyous surprit<e at receiving a letter from my wife, informing me of 
her e8cape and the safety of all, cannot be described, if, indeed, it can be im-
agined. . 

General Sibley and his command arrived on the same day, and remained in 
camp inactive until Sunday, the 31st of August, when a detachment of a com­
pany of mounted men, under Captain Anderson, and a company of infantry, 
under Captain Grant, were sent out under the command of Major Jo~eph R. 
Brown. Several citizens, among whom I was one, volunteered to go along. 
The object of this expedition was to reconnoitt·e and bury the dead. On the 

.first dny we went as far as the mouth of Birch Coolie, opposite to, and about 
one mile from, the lower agency, and camped there in La Croix's field f?r the 
night, having buried all the bodies which we found .on the way; among which 
were Dr. P. P. Humphrey, the physician for the Lower Sioux, and the burned 
and charred remains of his wife and child. Early on Monday morning we went 
to the agency ferry and witnessed the scene of the massacre of Captain J\Iarsh's 
men, and tlwre buried some tW<!nty dead bodies. The ferry being gone and the 
river high, it was arranged that the mounted men should cross the river and go up 
on the rc~;ervation side, and that Captain Grant's company should go up on the. 
State side, and that each should bury all the dead found; that the mounted men 
should recro><s and join Captain Grant's company at the place of rendezvous­
the head of Birch Coolie, opposite to and about three miles northward from the 
lower agency-that night. I, being mounted, crossed the river and proceeded 
with the mounted men under Captain Anderson, Major Brown being with us. 
After looking about the remain:; of the lower agency, and burying the dead 
found there, we went up to Crow's village, about five miles above, and there 
found evidence of a very large Indian camp. We remained there about two 
hours, examining matters, and were satisfied that the Indians bad all gone from 
there at least six days before. (They had been gone seven days, as we now 
know.) 

Major Brown now ordered us to recross the river at the ferry nearly opposite 
to Crow's village, which we did late in the afternoon, still seeing no recent truces 
of Indians. We now fell into the track of Captain Grant'<~ men, who were about 
one hour in advance of us, and followed them up to llca,•er creek, and about sun-
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down joined them at the place of rendezvous above mentioned, Birch Coolie. 
Here we pitched our tents, partook of a hearty supper, and, being tired, retired 
to rest, in the belief that no Indians were within twenty miles of us. We all, 
I think, slept soundly. In the morning, at the very earliest dawn, we were 
awakened by a volley of 11ome three buudred guns, at a distance of about 1~5 
yards from us, aimed so as to rake our tents "fore and aft." This volley was 
terrific, and something of its power may be inferred from the fact that it was 
laeard at Fort Ridgley, a distance of nearly fourteen miles. For more than three 
hours this firing was kept up with l!carcely an intermission, and in that fatal 
three hours some twenty men were killed or mortally wounded, and some .sixty 
more or less severely wounded, and about seventy-five horses killed, or nearly 
so. The Indian guns being mostly double-barrelled, there was a perfect rain of 
lead upon our devoted little camp. 'l'he tents were perfectly riddled, and the 
scene beggars description. 

After the effect of the first "morning call" was somewhat over, at it we went 
to "dig," and dig we did, with one pick, three· spades, a oouple of old axes, 
knives, bayonets, sticks, and everything that would dig. We went at it, and 
by 4 o'clock p.m. had" holes enough in the ground" to protect us from the 
shooting at a distance. After this time I think we lost no men, and the Indians 
never once charged on us. And here I may be permitted to remark that no 
fears need be entertained that they will charge on any place where they think 
there is danger. \V ell, to be brief, here we were kept from 4 o'clock a. m. of 
Tuesday until about 11 o'clock a. m. on Wednesday, (31 hours) without food 
or water, with but thirty rounds to the man when we commenced, and with less 
than five when we were relieved by General Sibley's command, about 11 o'clock 
on \V ednesday moruing. 'l'o sum up, we llad about one hundred and sixty 
men, including teamsters, to start with, and about one hundred horses. The 
Indians, we have since learned, had 349 men. 'Ve had killed and mortally 
wounded 24 men, and wounded, as near as I can ascertain, 67 men. Every 
horse we had was killed or wounded. I counted 97 horses "hnrs de combat " 
soon after we were relieved. '" c buried our dead (noble fellows) on that lone 
prairie, and went back to Fort Ridgley !!adder and, I think, wiser men than 
when we started from it. At least, we knew more about Indians; perhaps as 
much nB our Longfcllows, Coopers, and our philanthropic friends of Pennsylvania 
and Boston. At least, some of us claim the right to tlaink so. This attack on us 
happened, as wo now know, in this wise: The Indiana had been in camp at 
Yellow Medicine for some time, and they had planned a compaign in this witle : 

This party of 349 intended to get into General Sibley's rear and divide into 
two parties and make a simultaneous attack upon St. I~cter and 1\lankato, and 
accidentally discovered our party just before we went into camp. 

On the same day that we were relined at Birch Coolie a wa1· party of about 
150, headed by Orow in person, made an attack upon the town of Hutchinson, 
Rod were repulsed, but succeeded i~ carrying off large quantities of plunder and 
a few captives. About the same time an attack, with a large force, said to be 
7 50, was made upon Fort Abercrombie. The fort was invested for several 
dayt~. This party, as is believed, was made of Cut-heads and young men from 
the l!everal northern Sissiton bands, aided by a few of the Wahpetons from 
Lac qui Parle and Red Iron's village, and a very few of the Lower Sioux. 

Owing to the fact that the gallant little gurrbon were cooped up in the fort, 
and could only dtjimd it, their chances for observations were slight, and hence 
the meagerness of definite information in regard to the attacking Indians. 
}'rom the bci!t information which I have been able to obtain, I am strongly in­
clined to the belief thut at first tho Big Stone lake Sit~t~itonl!, as a body, did 
not enter into the outbreak. Indeed, it t~eems that they oppo11ed it quite stron~ly 
for a time. Latan-kan-naj, (Standing Buffalo,) tho leading and hereditary chief 
bf the Sit~sitous, I am satisfied, rcl!it~tcd the outbreak as far us ho was able, but he 
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could not control his young men, wl10, I t!tink, generally participated. Indeed, 
unless they did, the large number attacking ~~ort Abercrombie cannot be ac­
counted for. And this leads me to the conclusion that, with few exceptions, and 
thc11e consisting of old men, some of the chief:~, and those of their immediate re­
lations whom they could control, all of the annuity Sioux were, to a greater or 
less extent, engaged in the outbreak. 

At tl10 battle of Y cllow ?tledicine or Wood lake there were present about 7 50 
Indian men, and at Fort Alwrcrombie about 750. Add to these 1,500 at least 
200 who were scattered about in small marauding parties. and say about 250 
who for different causes ab:;tained, and we have nearly if not all the warriors 
which can be mustered by both the annuity and Yanktonais Sioux ordinarily. 
Here it should be stated that none of those who participated at Wood lake 
were at Abercrombie, and via ver1a. After the battle of Birch Coolie, as soon 
as I was able I started for St. Paul to meet Commissioner Dole, whom I had 
learned was there, to consult with him as f{) my future action, and to have 
aiTangemcnts made to pay f11e cmploy1's the arrearagcs due them for work 
promlJtly, as they had lost nll they pos:!cssed, and been turned out of Pmploy­
mcnt. The action of the Commi:~si:mer in this regard was prompt, noble, and 
satbfi1etory, and to Commi:!sioner Dole the destitute employes (whose lives 
were saved, and the widows and orphans of those who had been butchered) are 
indebted for the promptness with which their just claims wt>re met. Among 
other things, he directed me to proceed at once to Yellow ~Iedicinc, with a view 
to a general examination of the conditioM of affairs, and to remain there lUI long 
as nccet~~ary. Accordingly, on the 19th day of September, in company with 
Colonel William Crooks, ::~ixth regiment Minnt>sota volunteers, I started for the 
reservations, and anived at the b1•ttle-ground of Y cllow Medicine or \Vood lake 
about dark on the day after the battle, and found that General Sibley's command 
had moved on. \Vhcre tlwy were we did not know. We l11td as escort one 
company of infantry and about twenty mounted mt>n. We bivouacked on the 
battle-ground, and early in the morning st.arted, and in the afternoon overtook 
Colond Sibley'!! command at C1tmp Release, opposite the mouth of the Chip­
pewa river, about twenty miles above Yell ow Medicine and ten below Lac qui 
Parle, just at the momeut the captive women and children were delivered to 
Colonel Sibley. It was both a happy and a sad mom<'ut-one never to be for­
gotten. 'l'wo hundred and seventy-seven persons were thus rescued, and it 
mu~t be permitted me to bear testimony to tl10 wisdom and discr<'tiori exercised 
in this part of the campaign by Colonel Sibley. Fr~m the start he made it hi:! 
prime object, above all thing~. to rescue those unfortunate captives. Of this 
object be never for a moment lost sight, and from its pursuit nothing could 
drive or divert him. His final succes,; at Camp Release is worthy of more hon­
orable mention than if he had won many a great battle. Here I remained, 
getting what information I could, and aiding, under Colonel Sibley's direction, 
to secure the stolen plunder, and in finding out and aiding to an-est the guilty 
Indians who had surrcnd1~red. 

On the 4th of October Colonel Sibley handed me a letter of instructions, a 
copy of which I herewith transmit, marked A. As directed in this letter, I 
proceeded to Yellow Itledicine the same day with about 1,250 Indians and mixed­
bloods, of whom about 275 were men, the residue women and children. They 
were all put to work as directed, an«l in a week we had gathered and housed 
about 6,000 bul!hels of potatoes and 1,500 bushels of corn. We were thua en­
gaged when Captain Whitney, in command, received instructions from Colon('} 
Sibley to cause to be arrc~ted, and safely detained in custody, all the Indian 
and mixed-blood men, except such as, in the opinion of Agent Galbraith, were 
"ahooe 11Upiciun," and to disarm all. This we did successfully, and with little 
or no trouble, by the exercise of a justifiable piece of stratery. the details of 
which I will not relate, lest it raise a cry of injustice to the poor Indian. 
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Out of the whole number I designated forty-six Indian men, whom I regarded 
M coming as ncar t\> Colonel Sibley's standard as possible. Of all these I be­
lieve only four or five were t1icd and convicted, and only some seven of those 
kept in confinement were acquitted. Here we remruned in camp until the 12th 
of October, when we were ordered to proceed to the lower agency with all the 
Indians. \V e arrived the1·e on the 15th day of October, General l:iibley's entire 
command arriving at the same time. Here we remained until November 7, 
engaged principally in the trials of the indicted Indians and in securing food 
and forage. On the-- day of November General Sibley ordered Lieutenant 
Colonel ~lar:;l1all, seventh regiment Minnesota volunteers, with an escort of three 
companies of infantry, to remove the uncondemned Indians and their wives and 
families, and the families of the condemned and absent Indians, numbering in 
all about 1.700 pert:ons, to Fort Snelling, and directed me to accompany them. 

On the 14th dav of November we arrived at the fort, and the Indians were 
placed in camp ne~r the fort, where they still remain in charge of the military. 

The same day I arrived in St. Paul, and held a short interview with Judge 
U shcr, the Asa;istant Secretary of the Interior. I found that in my absence 
Mr. Sinks, my clerk, had been engaged in collecting and arranging the agency 
business, and had paid most of the employe:! ; all, indeed, whom he could settle 
with in my abl!ence. I at once set about the work, which now devolved upon 
me, and since then until now, with scarcely a moment's intermission, I have 
been engaged in collecting and arranging all the f<Lcts I could, in order to arrive 
at some definite knowledge of the condition of affairs. The pressure upon me 
has been grent indeed, and, in addition to my direct and incidental official duties, 
I have bud to provide for my family, who were left entirely destitute-neither 
house, clothing, or anything had they. Now, indeed, some order begins to ap· 
pear out of the chaos left by the Indian raid, aud I begin to see when the end 
will be. When I shall get there I hardly know-soon, I hope ; the eooner 
the better-when, if not before, it is to be hoped that some one of the many 
good and honest men who hav.c labored so hard to place upon me the blame of 
the outbreak, and to justify the poor, wronged lndi~n in their mistaken butch­
cries and atrocities, will be placed in the incumbency of the superintendency 
of the Sioux ngP.ucy, to enjoy its cmolumcntt! and its pleasures, and to grow fat 
on the spoilt!. Having thus briven, as be,;t I could, a narrative of the condition 
of the affairs of the ugcncy as they progrct!sed up to and existed at the time of 
the outbreak it;~df, I proceed to anotl~er more serious and much agitated subject: 
.. What wall the cau:;e of the outbreak 1" 

And, lir~:~t, on this subject it will be necessary to strip the Indian of the fiJi. 
grec coloring of romance which has helm thrown around him by sentimental 
poets and love-sick novelists, and prct~ent him as he is, a matter of fact being; 
tor there it! no man who knows Indians well who will disagree with me when 
I state that the Indian of the poets and novclit!t.l is a pure myth. I know little 
of other Indians excopt from hit~tory. Of the Sioux I know a little from obser­
vation. 'l'hey arc bigoted, barbarous and exceedingly superstitious. They 
rcgr.rd most of the vices as virtues. Theft, arson, rape and murder are among 
them regarded as the means to distinction, IUld the young Indian from child­
hood is taught to regnrd killing as the highest of virtues. In their dances, and 
at their fcnsti!, the warriors recite their deed~ of theft, pillage, IUld slaughter &8 

precious things, and the highest, and indeed the only, ambition of a young 
brave is to SLoeure "the feather," which is but a record of his having murdered 
or participated in the murder of some human being, whether man, woman, or 
child, it i11 immaterial; and, after he has secured his first "feather," appetite 
is whetted to incrent~e the number in his cap, as an Indian brave ill estimated 
by the number of hi11 feathers. Without "the feather" a young Indian gentle­
man is regarded as a squaw, A.nd cannot get into society. Indeed, as a general 
rule, be cannot get a wife. lie is despised, derided, and treated with contumely 
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by all. The head-dress filled with these feathers, and other in~ignin of' blood, 
is regarded as "wakan," (sacred,) and no unhallowed hand, or woman, dare 
touch it. So, indeed, it is with all their instruments and evidences of crime. 
"The feather" is the great goal of a Sioux Indian's ambition. Often has it 
been asked, "Why do the Sioux kill the Chippewas so; why do they go to 
war so muclt1" and who has ever received any decided answer1 The genP.ral 
belief is that it is some old hereditary spite; but I feel safe in l'aying that no 
Sioux Indian ever gave such a reason, or, if he did, he was instructed so to do 
by some white man. When asked these questions they evade an answer, but, 
on strict inquiry, you can learn the true reason, and it is nothing more nor less 
than the ambition to kill somebody, and get" the feather." There is no other 
cause for it. There is no war or cause of war existing. "The feather" is the 
cause of these malicious murders committed on the Chippewas, and to get "the 
feather" they would just as soon kill anybody else as a Chippewa. They 
kill Chippewas and Omahas because they have been neighbors, and because 
they have been accustomed so to do from time immemorial. If they but dared, 
they had rather kill whiteR, because they regard the whites as a greater people 
than the Chippewas, and the more distinguished the victim the higher the char­
acter of the feather. 

To kill the agent, superintendent, a captain, colonel, or general, the Secretary 
of the Interior, or the President himself, would be a deed which would ennoble 
the murderer and his relatives forever, and make them "wakan," aud the dis­
tinguished assassin of one of the:!e dignitaries would be voted a whole tail of a 
raven, a crow, or an eagle, according to the distinguished character of l1is vic­
tim. Hence, during the recent campaign, a crow's tail was offered for the 
devoted scalp of Brigadier General Sibley and for tho~e under him, ten feathers 
for one, five for another, and one for others, according to rank, by Litt.le Crow. 
As an instance of the force of this desire to secme "tl1e feather," I need but 
relate the sad tale of Ha-pink-pa. He was 1\ "farmer Indian," who resided in 
a good brick house, near the agency, at Yellow 1\ledicine, and had ~ecn treated 
with all the kindness and favor possible. He was, too, an elderly man, about 
fifty years old; was somewhat indolent, and of little force of charader. On 
the night of the 18th of August, when the Indians l1ad determined to kill the 
whites and pillage the stores at Yellow 1\Iedicine, Ha·pink-pa, unlike Other 
Day, Paul, Simon, and others, went with the crowd. The fir~t attack was 
made on the store of S. B. Garvie, esq., and Garvie was mortally wounded. 
This Ha-pink-pa, although he did not fire a single shot, as I am well satitofied, 
yet boasted that he had killed Garvie, and for this he was hanged at Mankato 
last Friday; justly, too, as I think. Now, this boast was made to secure a 
"feather," and for nothing else. 

Idleness, too, is idolized among the Sioux braves, and labor is regarded as a 
debasing. institution, only fit for squaws. And this code, and such consonant 
codes of morals, is taught to the Indians from childhood by their medicine-men 
and priests, and forms their code of "ancient customs." By every means-by 
the father, the mother, the medicine-man, the priest, the chief, and all-these 
"ancient customs" are taught and inculcated by precept and example, and in· 
grained into the young Indian from his first days of perception throughout his 
life. 'l'hese are his life, his existence, his religion, and not only is it taught and 
believed that the commission of these crimes, and such as these, will insure him 
temporal distinction, but his hopes for the future are founded on the same 
theory. 

In short, then, ignorance, indolence, filth, lust, vice, bigotry, superstition and 
crime, make up the ancient customs of the Sioux Indians, and they adhere to 
the code with a tenacity and stoicism indefinable. They are not brave in the 
propm· acceptation of the term; on the contrary, they nrc mostly inveterate 
cowards. 'l'o sneak up, and, under the guise of friendship or the cover of some 
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protecting thing, to kill a man, is their habit. A square, "up and down, face 
to face fight," the Sioux Indians, as a general rule, in my opinion, will not 
make, uulel!s it be with unarmed persons or greatly inferior numbers. 'l'o this 
rule there are exceptions, I know, but they are few; and yet, for 'the main­
tenance of their ancient customs and superstitions, they will suffer torture, con­
tumely, and death, with a most remarkable stubbornness and stolidity, and with 
all the apparent fortitude of a devoted Christian martyr. 'l'he medicine-man, 
or sorcerer, and the Indian priest, by their deceptions, cheats, and incantations, 
stimulated by the hope of ease, comfort, and gain, encourage the Indians in this 
miserable, devilish system; and, being the recognized doctors of both body and 
spirit, they, to maintain their position and ascendancy, teach the Indians to be, 
and in most instances succeed in keeping them, ignorant, deluded, superstitious, 
and wicked creatures, degraded and brutal in all their habits and instincts, and 
always prepared to do any bad thing. This is the Sioux Indian as he is. 

If this be granted, then we have, I think, the true cause of the outbreak; 
and I might be content to leave this part of the subject where the Rev. S. R. 
Riggi!, formerly thhty years a missionary among the Dakota or Sioux Indian!.', 
has left it. lie says the "devil" caused the outbreak; and if ever the devil 
was well represented on earth, be certainly is in the ancient religious and social 
customs of' the Sioux Indians. 'l'heir every precept, example, act, or deed is 
either purely diabolical or strongly tinctured with deviltry. But it may be per­
mitted me to elaborate a little on this subject, and to set forth at some length 
my views on the same. 

'l'he radical moving cause of the outbreak is, I am satisfied, the ingrained and 
fixed hostility of the savage bH.l·barian to reform, change, and civilization. All 
in all barbarous communities in the history of the world, the same people have, 
for the most part, resisted the encroachments of civilization upon theh· ancient 
custom!!, so it is in the ease before us; nor does it matter materially in what 
shape civilization makes its attack. It may be either by Christianity, pure and 
simple, through the messenger of the cross, or by some of the resulting agencies, 
or ueee!!sary accon1panimoots or harbingers of Christianity. Hostile opposing 
forces m~ct in conflict, and a war of social elements is the result--civilization 
being aggrcasi\•e, and barbarism stubbornly resistant. Sometimes, indeed, civil­
ization has achieved a bloody victory, but generally it has been otherwise. 
Christianity itself, the true basis of civilization, has, in most instances, waded to 
suecCl!s through seas of blood. The Christian system was inaugurated by the 
shedding of the blood not only of its divine founder, but of his di11ciplcs ancl 
successo~. and that, too, at the hands of the savage, the barbarian, and, wors<·, 
Pharisnical bigot. Having said thus much, I state, as a settled fact in my mind, 
that the encroachments of Christianity and its handmaid or daughter, civiliza­
tion, upon the habits and customs of the Sioux Indians, is tho cause of the late 
terrible Sioux outbreak. 'l'here were, it is true, many immediate inciting causes, 
which will be alluded to and stated hereafter, but they are all subsidiary to and 
development./1 or incident to the great cau~e set forth . It may be said, and in­
deed it is true, that there is a wicked as well as a Christian civilization. 'l'hat 
such civilization is only true civilization perverted, a counterfeit, a base coin, 
which could not pass but for the credit given to it by the origmal, will, it is be­
lie,·ed, be admitted. And that the recent Sioux outbreak would have hap­
pened, at any rate, as a result, a fair consequence of the cause here stated, I 
ba\'C no more doubt than I doubt that the existing great rebellion to OV('rthrow 
our government would have occurred had Mr. Lincoln never been elected l'resi· 
dent of the United States. 

Now, as to the exciting or immediate causes of the outbreak. By my prede­
cessor a new and radical system was inaugurated, practically, and in itll inaugu­
ration he was aided by the Christian mi11sionaries and by the government. 'l'he 
treaties of 1858 were ostensibly made to carry this new syl!tem into effect. 
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The theory, in substance, was to break up the community system wbielr 
obtained among the Sioux; weaken and destroy their tribal rellltions; individu­
alize them by gh;ng each a separate home, and having them sub!!ist by industry 
-the sweat of their brows; till the soil; to make labor honorable and idlenet~s 
dishonorable; or, at> it was expressed, in l'hort, "make vkite men l!fthem," and 
have them adopt the habits and cu~<toms of white men. This system, once inau­
gurated, it is self-evident was at war with their "ancient cu!'tom!!." To be clear, 
tke ltabit1 and cutom1 of white men are at war wit!~ the kabit1 and cu1lom1 o/ tlte 
lndian1. The former are civilization, industry, thrift, economy; the latter, idle­
ness, superstition, and barbarism, and I have already stated with what tenacity 
these savages cling to their habits and customs. 

On the first day of June, 1861, when I entered upon the duties of my office, 
I found that the system had just been inaugurated. Some hundred families of 
the annuity Sioux had become novitiates, and their relatives and friends seemed 
to be favorably disposed to the new order of things. But I also found that 
against these were arrayed over five thousand annuity Sioux bcsirles, at le»t 
three thousand Yanktonais, all inflamed by the most bitter, relentle~;s, and dev­
ilish hostility. 

At the very outset I thus found existing the war of the "scalp-locks and 
blanket" against the "cut hair and breeches." The pantaloons importuned me 
to have thf'm protected, and the blankets to go with them and break up the new 
system. I saw, to some extent, the difficulty of the situation, but I detennined 
to continue, if in my power, the civilizntion system. 'fo favor it, to aid and 
build it up by every fair means, I advised, encouraged, and assisted these farmer 
novitiates; in short, I sustained the policy inaugurated by my predecessor and 
sustained and recommended by the government. I soon discovered that the 
system could not be successful without a sufficient foree to protect the .. farmer .. 
from the hostility of the "blanket Indians." 

In addition to the natural hostility of the wild Indians to the "white men," 
I soon dia>covered that evil-disposed white men, and half-breeds in their in­
terest, were engaged in keeping up this hostility, and• in fomenting discontent. 
I found that previous to my arrival the Indians had been industriously told that 
on the arrival of the "new agent'' the "dutchmen" (an opprobrious name for 
the farmer Indians} would be "cleaned out," and the blanket Indians would be 
restored to special favor; that the new agent would break up the new system 
and restore the old order of things. '!'hie vile story had its effect. While the 
farmer Indians were satisfied with my course, the blanket Indians were disap­
pointed, because, as they said, I did everything for the "dutchmen." Thus, in 
the start, an ill feeling was engendered. Although my partiality to the "white" 
party was looked upon with great jealousy, yet I kept on as be!lt I could from 
the commencement until the outbreak in aiding the work of civilization. Du­
ring my term, and up to the time of the outbreak, about one hundred and 
seventy-five Indian men had their hair c~t, and had adopted the habits and 
customs of white men. 

For a time, indeed, my hopes were strong that civilization would I'OOn be in 
the ascendant But the increase of the civilization party and their evident 
prosperity only tended to exasperate the Indians of the "ancient customs," and 
to widen the breach. 

'l.'here, then, we bad the hostile contending forces brought face to face-the 
farmer Indians, the government, represented by the agents and employee, and 
missionaries on the one side, and the blanket Indians and those who deemed it 
their interest to take sides with them, and their priests, medicine-men, and sor­
cerers on the other. 'l'he latter were for the "ancient custom!'," the former for 
diametrically the opposite system. In this shape the radical cause of the out­
break had been developing itself prior to the outbreak, from the day of its 
inauguration as a system until it eX11loded in the outbreak itself 'l'heae imme.. 
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diate, exciting caudes, or rather, off-shoots, incidents, results, fr11it1 of the great 
cau~re, are many; indeed, their name is legion, and such as I can call into rank 
I shall enumerate. But whilst these are to be enumerated, it may be permitted 
me to hope that the radical cause will not be forgotten or overlooked; and I am 
bold to express this desire, because eYer since the outbreak the public journals 
of the country, religious and secular, have teemed with editorials by, and com­
munications from, "reliable individuals," politicians, philanthropists, pbiloso­
phers, and hired penny-a-liners, mostly mistaken, and sometimes wilfully and 
grossly false, f"ving the cau~re of the" Indian raid." 

The genera tenor of these lucubrations has been that the Indian agen/1 got 
the annuity money in gold, kf'pt it, and speculated on it by exchanging it for 
greenbacks, at a premium of from fifteen to thirty per centum, as their fertile 
and mercenary imaginations suggested, and Pome very pious fellow, doubtless 
an officer in the army, says that the agent got these greenbacks and tendered 
them to the poor Indians in lieu of gold, and sheds a quantity of crocodile tears 
over the awful result. · 

To be short, and in justice to the truth of hit<tory, I state here, however in­
appropriate to an official report, that these s:ories are malicious and bal!e false­
hoods. Prior to the Sioux outbreak the Sioux agent never had control of any 
portion whatever of the amtwity 11W11ey of the Sioux Indians for the year 1862. 
'l'his whole series of lies about the speculation in the annuity funds of the Sioux 
is nothing more nor less than emanations from the brains of persons who have 
mcasur(d the Sioux agent by their own standing, formed by their own personal 
experience in the past, and have cxpre!!sed what they would have done had they 
but had the opportunity, and what, doubtless, they have done when opportunity 
baa been afforded them. 

That Indians have been wronged and cheated by white men is doubtless true, 
and it is equally true, too, that white m~·n have been cheated by white men and 
Indians too; but to publi11h to the world that this system of cheating, which ex­
ists in perfection alike on Wall street, ~pon Indian ret<ervations, and in all inter­
mediate places, is tlte carue, and ajullijiahle cattle, too, of the late Sioux Indian 
outbreak is, in my humble opinion, simply puerile, shallow, and silly. And for 
the editors of distinguished and able journals, religious and secular, to publish to 
the world slanders upon individual character, which, if t111e, would consign the 
aubject of them not only to the penitent iary, but to temporal and tJtcrnal infamy 
and ditograce, on bare inference, or on the authority of some correspondent, who 
writes what he is tolcl to by some reliable old citizen of Saint l)aul, iii t<trange 
indeed. I hope this reference to this subject he!C may be pardoned, if not 
justified. 

I shall now endeavor to set forth, as fairly as I can, some of what seems to 
me to be the chief exciting causes of that discontent and dissatisfaction which 
preceded the outbreak. 

From the best information which I have been able to obtain, it seems that at 
the time of the treaties of Mendota and Traverse des Sioux, in the year 1851, 
in order to induce the Indians to sign the treaties very liberal, if not extravagant, 
promises were made to them-promises for the occasion, without regard to eon­
sequences. What these promises were, and the t~xtent of them, I shall not pre· 
tend to state at length; it would be a long task. 'l'hi11 I must say, however, 
that the alleged non-compliance with "promises" made "at t.hc treaty" was tho 
text and conclusion of nearly every Indian orator's speech which I have had the 
fortune to hear, (and I have ht!ard not a few.) In substance, tbcy recitro that 
at the treaty it was promised them that each one of them should have one 
blanket at least every year, and plenty ( ota) of pork, flour, and sugar to cat, 
and that eTory hunter should have his guu and Rll the ammunition he wanted; 
that white men would be hired to do all their work, and that eoffCi~, tea, tobacco, 
batcheta, and such Hke, in large quantities, would be furnished them, and they 
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should have "all they wanted," in addition to all of whicn thing•, money, 
( maza ska,) to the amount of "$40,000" to the upper, and "$46,000" to the 
lower bands, would be paid to them every year, and that they should be taken 
care of and never suffer from want any more. With such statements every 
speech teemed, whether made to the agent, superintendent, or in their own 
councils. Whether it w11s all true I do not pretend to say; but I do say that it 
was a perpetual 'Source of complaint, discontent, and annoyance. Hence, I con­
cluded that where there was so much smoke there must have been some fire. To 
say the least, there must have been some serious misunderstanding somewhere ; 
if such promises were made, it will be easy to see that no sufficient provision waB 
made to fulfil them, when I state that these treaty Indians number nearly 7,000 
souls, and that the whole amount set apart for them annually is about 8160,000, 
590,000 of which is to be paid in money, (annuities.) I submit that the balance, 
$60,000, will not go very far towards carrying out euch magnificent promises, 
and leave the subject, thus stated, as worthy of consideration among the "causes 
of the outbreak." 

Again, in the year 1858, treaties were made between the Upper and Lower 
Sioux and the government. By these treaties the Indians ceded to the United 
States so much of their reservations as were north of the Minnesota rh·cr : "o 
price was fixed by the treaties; but the United Statell Senate subsequently, by 
resolution, fix.ed the price at thirty cents per acre. This yielded to the lower 
bands about $96,000, and to the upper about $240,000. 

These treaties contain some wise provisions, and are apparently unexception­
able. Indeed, although imperfect in not going far enough. they are .in theory 
pre-eminently civilization treaties. As they were interpreted by the whites and 
under:;tood by the Indians, the greatest good promised to flow from them ; yet 
these apparently beneficent treaties proved to be the veriest of Pandora bQZa 
for mischief. And this, not because the treaties were wrong in themselves, but 
because of the failure to provide the means to carry out the provisions of the 
treaties, and the neglect to perform the promises made contemporaneous with, and 
subsequent to, the execution and confirmation of these treaties. 

These treaties could not be carried out without the power-a sufficient force­
to protect the "farmer" from the "blanket Indians," and such force was never 
provided, and this, at first, in time of peace, and during the administration ot 
my predecessor, because, as I learn, the matter was not fully comprehended by 
the War Department, and since, because it was "hoped " that we could get 
along with the Indians with a merely nominal force, iu order that all the avail­
able men possible might be used to put down the "grtat rebelliM~, and save the 
Union." 'l'o this "hope," 01: rather decision, I yielded, sorrowfully and reluc­
tantly, yet determined to stay at my post, do my duty, and abide the conse­
quences, still not yielding my fixed belief that it is easier to keep from ri1i"g 
than to put down a rebellion or raid. May we all learn a lesson herefrom is my 
sincere desire. 

·while these treaties were "making," and after they were made, as I have 
been informed, not only by the Indians, but by respectable white men, the 
Indians were led to believe that, as a result of these treaties, the Lower Sioux 
would be paid in cash "one hundred boxes of money," (a box means $1,000,) 
and the Upper Sioux "a heap," (ota.) Yet the Lower Sioux fund wa:; 
exhausted to pay " debts," and about two-thirds of the Upper Sioux fund was 
applied to the same purpose. Whether these debts were just or unjust I know 
not, but I do know that when the treaties were made, only $70,000 was set 
apart to pay debts in each treaty, and out of that sum the Indians all claim that 
only $60,000 was to be paid on debts, and that $60,000 was all claimed against 
them and all they ever agreed to pay; and here I confess that the express lan· 
guage of said treaties would sefm to indicate that there is some ground for this 
state of facts. What happened subsequently, what was done by the Indians or 
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by the white8 in the premises, I shall not pretend to relate in detail. Indeed, 
this whole affair is so mixed up with apparent tntth, doubtful and sometimes 
exaggerated and ridiculous "hearsay," and assertions and denials, that nothing 
but a fair, !!trict, and searching investigation would justify any one in deciding 
how it does l!tand. 

This much, in justice, I mu8t stat~ : from the first day of my arrival upon the 
n-.servation, up to the outbreak, this matter was a perpetual source of wrangling, 
diseati<'fnction, and bitter, ever-threatening complaints on the part of both the 
upper and lower bands. 

~pecial deputations visited me, and special councils were held. I advised, 
expostulated, and within the boundil of truth did everything I could to keep dis­
satisfaction down, but "it would not down." Whatever the cau8e, the fact was 
there. Diz>content, uueasinl.'ss, and complaints were common and wide-spread. 
Here, again, there wa>~ a misundn-standing, and a serious one, too-too serious, 
I often have thonght, to be trifled with. 

Again : the great rebellion, the war for the Union, has been a fruitful source 
of trouble among the Sioux-exciting inquiry, restle~sness, and uneasiness. 
llalf-breeds and others who could read the news kept. telling the Indians all 
kinds of exaggerated stories nbout the war. Sometimes that the nig~rrs had 
taken, or were about to take, Washington; that the Great Father and the agent 
were friends to these niggr.rs; that the Great J.'uthet· was whipped out, or, as they 
generally expre8scd, cleaned out; thnt the Indians would get no more money; 
that the taigf!tr8 would take it, or that it would be used to pay for the war; that 
all the people, except the old men and the women and children, were gone to 
the war; and with suclt tales were their minds filled daily; nt\d t.hus were they 
kept in a perpetual ferment. '!'he effect of tllis upon the savage and supersti­
tious minds of the Indian~> can easily be imagined. 'l'he knowh·dgc of the filet 
that we were engnged in a grc1lt war, without any details, was of itt~clf enough 
to excite them, as any one who for a moment reflects must perceive. Often, 
when I hal·e upbraided them for going to war with their hereditary enemies, 
the Chippewas, have they replied to me thus: Our Great !"ather, we know, has 
always told us it was wrong to make waq now lte i:~ making war and killing a 
great many; how is this 1 we don't understand it. And J,ittle Crow has often 
11aid to me, "When I arose this morning and lookc!l towardt! the south, it seemccl 
to me that I could sec the smoke of the big guns and hear the war-whoop of 
the contending soldier!!." 

'!'hat there was any direct interference hy rebel emissarie<~ with the annuity 
Indians I have no evidence sufficient to as:<crt with any dq~ree of certainty; 
yet I am clearly of the opinion that rebel ~>ympathizers did all in their power 
to create di:mffection among the Indians in my agency, and I firmly believe that 
time will bring out iu full relief this fact not only, but more-much more. Let 
118 wait and l:!<'l'; "t;ufficicnt unto the d1ty is the evil thPreof." 

Owing to the 11tate of the finances of the country, the govemmt•nt found it 
inconvenient to l!end on the annuity money as <·arly a~ had bPt·n wmal for Mme 
four year:~ J'rcviou~:~; and, although the dthy wa~ only about lour or five weeks, 
yet the In innR ditl not undert~tand it. They were cxcitcrl about it, and kept 
inquiring why their molli'Y did not come; I lll':<UrPd them that it would come, 
and R."kl,d them t" wnit patiently. 'l'hcy ~cPmed l'Outent on tlti,; sul~t·et, nnd, 
bowcv1•r unt(munntc the dclny may have bt·en in furni~lting a prNext fnr the 
outbrenk, yt)t 1 mn well t<atitotied that nohotly hut ~cribhlt'r:<, !'cnmp:<, and un­
mitigatetl t~cnumlrd:~ have ever nlh•ged this delny 118 n C•IIIIIC of, or e\' 1'11 a fitir 
pretext titr, the outhrc~tk. No Indians or hnlf-hrecd:~ hnn• ever ~nid or thought 
80, yet the delay, ~thort as it was, wal! unfortmuttc in thi>!: th:lt it nffi>rdt·d ma­
u•a i11l to work upon, and to bPfog the public mind ns to the real cnuse or can:<es 
of the outbreak. As tlte misstatements on this question hnvt! been widely circu­
lated, it may be permitted me here to >~tate a few facts. There ill no time fixed, 
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by either law or treaty, for the Sioux annuity payments. Prior to the year 1857 
the payment was made !!emi-annually-one half in the f'pring or early l'Ummer, 
and the other half in the autumn. Superintendent Cullen changed this, (and, 
I think, wisely,) hy having but one time of payment each year, and that when 
the grc!"" affurda good pasture'. La,;t year (1861) the Lower Sioux were paid 
on the 27th of ,June, and the Upper Sioux on the l&th of July. This year 
(1862) the money did not leave St. Paul until tht, 17th d:!y of August, and it 
arrived at Fort Ridgley on the 18th day of August, the n~ry day of the out­
break at the lower agency. There it remained during the 8it'ge. After the 
siege was raised, it was concluded to pot;tpoue the payment till a more favor­
able season, and the money, in the ori~-,.;uul package, was ~>tarted back to St. 
Paul, in care of those who hnd brought it up, viz: C. \V. Wykoff', Major Hatch, 
J . C. Rameey, A. J . Van Vorhees, and C. ~f. Dailey, e8qs. When it left :New 
York, when it arrived at St. Paul, and what happened to it in the intcn·al, I do 
not know. For information on thi,; sul~ect, 1 respectfully refer to J. J. Cisco, 
esq., deputy treasurer, ~CW York; to the Expres:l Company, and to c. \V. 
Thompson, csq., 511pcrintendcnt of Indian affairs, St. Paul. l never saw the 
money itl:'clf; I saw the kfg at Fort Ritlgll·y in which it wn:> :::aid to be. I 
think _it was there, aud I believe it wa;, gold. Neither I nor any other persons, 
in the year 1Su2, otl'cred any annuity money in the shape of gold, silver, green­
backs, or in the shape of anything else, to the Sioux of the :Mississippi. I haYe 
been a little particular in thi:~ regard, for what ,;cern to me good r<>asons, yet I 
am somewhat grieved thus to spoil so many fine, pious, romantic, philanthropic, 
lachrymoile, and devili!'h publications on the subject of the cause of the raid­
di::~honetit agents, greenbacks, diticount for gold, "Lo! t.hc poor Indians," and 
otherl!, with wMch, in lectures, speeche~, lcttcri!, sermons, and editorials, the 
public have been regaled for the last four months. 'l'he~e facts may take 
"Othello':> occupation" away, but it cannot be helped. Such is life. 

Grievances such as have been related, and numberless others akin to them, 
were spoken of, recited, and chanted at their councils, dances, and feasts, to 
sucl1 an extent that in their excitement, early in June la:;t, a secret organiza­
tion known as a soldiers' lodge, (a well-known institution among the Dakotas,) 
was formed by the young men and soldiers of the Lower Sioux, with the object, 
as far as I was able to learn through spies and informers, of preventing the 
traders from going to the pay-table, as had been their cu!ltom. Since the out­
br<>ak 1 have \)(•come satidied that the real object of this lodge was to 
adopt measures to "clean out" all tbe whit.e people at the tim'e of paymeut. 

One transaction, in connexion with the outbreak, deserves especial notice at 
my hand~, and thi:; from the prominence given to it by persons high in authority, 
and my own intimate rdatiou to it. lt has been stated offici111ly, and reitera­
ted in various forms, that immediately before the outbreak the Sioux agent 
took away from the re:>ervation every able-bodied man, and hence the outbreuk. 
This i~ said in regard to the compnuy of recruits which I aith•d to collect and 
start with me to Fort Snclliug-thl· company known as the ll.cuville Rangers­
a portion of the honorable hi~tory of whom 1 have already given, together with 
all th'l material facts in conuexion with the origin, and progrnl!, aud my con­
nexion with the company. It only remain::; to I.Jc stated that the ml•~t of the 
men composing thit~ company wt·rc employ. :~ of the agency, who were ai.Jout to 
be dil!churged becau:;e their Hcrdce,; could be :<afcly and profitably di:>pcn;;ed 
with, and the balance of the company wa:; made up nf a few trader:~' clerks, 
who had determined to go to the war 11nyhow, and half-breed,; wloo had nothing 
to do, or rather who c1id m,tbing. I state what 1 know, when 1 as:>cit that no' 
ten white men enlilltcd in the company who would uot nceC8<'llrily have left the 
reservation at any rat.c; and that, after the compauy had gonl', there remained 
upon the reservatiou over one hundred able-bodied white men, be:;idCi! a lar~e 
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number of half-b~{'dt<, and ah the Indians considered friendly. I submit these 
fact.'!. 

There have been, in addition to those related, many other "causes of the 
outbreak" uttered and published, but I cannot stop to notice them. '!'here did 
exist many complaints other than those mentioned-a few real and substantial, 
and very many the most. silly, frivolou8, and false conceivable. He knows little 
of the Sioux Indian:! who ha:~ uot learned that to imagin«:>, manufacture, and 
improvi:;c complaints is characteristic of the entire Sioux nation. Thil:' is a 
staple article of their stock in trade. A volume not !\O poetical as "Hiawatha," 
but quite liM intl!resting, might be written !}n the subject. I might, by way of 
illustration, give incidents, but I must forbear. Generally, howcn~r, it may be 
stated t.hat "confidence men" and "Jeremy Diddlers" are common among the 
~ioux, and that at least somu of them will lie, a few will cheat and steal, u«:>.arly 
nJI are beggar!:', and treachery is not unknown muong them. Hence it is well to 
take their storie::t of hunger, privation, and wrongs cum grano salis. Here I 
venture the statement., that the Lower Sioux Indians, the very miscr<'ants who 
st.arteil and kept up the outbreak, were then, and genet·ally had been, Letter 
tmpplied with both the necessaries of life and the mean:~ of obt.aining a livelihood 
than any equal number of our industrious frontier settl<'rs. 

One Sunday, the 17th day of August, A. D. 1862, nt the.village of Acton, in 
the county of ~\Iecker and ~tate of Minnesota, four Lower Sioux Indians, of the 
Sha-ka-pee's band, part of a hunting p!lrty composed of' fourteen, olltuined 
whit!key, became intoxicated, and killed ~ix persons, including a man named 
Jones, from whom it is alleged they obtained the whh;key. 'fhis was the im­
mediate, <·xciting cause of the outbreak-the spark which ignited the trnin h·ad· 
ing to the magazine in which, fot• more than tenlenr~. had been accumulating 
the combustibles of dil!c.ontent, dh;satisfaction, an premeditated devilment, and 

'which, on Monday morning following, exploded with IilllCh fearful and terrific 
violence. This Acton party at once returned to their village at Uice creek, on 
the lower reservation, culled a council of their immediate relatives, and 8aid, 
in substance, "we have killed white men, and, if caught, must die. L:t us 
unite now and kill the whites at the agency. It is a good time to carry out our 
original and long·chel'ished de:~igns . The whites arc all gone to the war except 
the old men and the women and the children. We can kill them all, take their 
property and repot<sess oursclve:l of the land which we sold them and occupy it." 
Thill harangue and others like it had their desired effect. About twenty Wluriors 
at once united into a war party, and tttnrted for Redwood creek and townrdi' the 
agency. As they proceeded they were joinell by the warrior~ of the bands of 
Sh;t-ko-pcc, Little Crow, Black Dog or Big Engle, Blue Em·tlt, and I>assing 
Hnil, all ripe for the work proposed. Thet'e band:! all had their villnget~ and 
plantings above the lower ngency, from four to ten miles therefrom, and most of 
their young men and soldiers belonged to the t~olllicrs' lodge. 

By daylight on Monday morning, the 18th of Augu~t. thi:~ war party, now 
incrcat~ed to about two hundred soldiers, nrmed, and fierce for the frny, proceeded 
to the lower agency, having tJent messenger!! to the hands of Saopi, 'Vnha:<ha, 
W akuta, Late-Comedu, nnd Husha-shu, who resided about nnd below the agency, 
informing them of the purpo:<e formed, and ntoking and ordering them to join the 
war party forthwith, on pain of being punished even to dl•nth in case of refusal. 
:Many of these latter bands, e~pecinlly the older men nnd the chiefs, were fnrmer 
Indians and supposed to be friendly to tlu~ whiu·~. (and thill wns generally t!o;) 
h<'nee the orders and the threats. As soon as the news of the upri:<ing t~prcnd, 
the young men of these bands rttllhed up to the agency and, excited, joined the 
war party, now being momentarily augmented in numbers and stiflcnf'd up with 
coul'age and resolution. Little Urow, nlways cunning, without principle, itch· 
ing for popularity, power, and domain, at once struck out into the current and 
(most of the other chicfd he~:~itating) became the h~ader of this now formidable 
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bnnd of wnn·ions. :'\Ianv of the chiefs, olde1· men, and farmer lndhms remon 
stratcd nnd ev('n protested, but nil was in vain. "The die was cast." )iad­
nc~R ruled the hour. About 1:1ix o'clo<·k on this ~<ad and eventful Monday room­
ing the work of death and devaE<tntion began by an attack on the trading post 
of titewart 13. OarviP, known as ~[p·ick'z;; it immedintely spread to the other 
sture;;, and «oon reached the govcrument stables, wnr('hon:>e:;, shops, and dwell­
ing~. The people, p:mic·~tricken, fl('d in all dirP<•tions; many were shot or cap­
tured; the rest e~caped, leaving all they had behind. Now the houses, stores, 
and shops were plundered and committed to the flames, and the Indian fiends 
held high carnival over the ruins. Thus. was the Sioux outbreak of the year 
1862 inaugurated. In tlse beginning it w;t8 the intention of Crow to make regular 
war after the manner of white mC'n, but his "braves," having tasted of blood 
and plunder, became wild and uumanugeable, and ugain yielded to the pormlar 
current, and Crow'~ war degenerated into a sava:;e, burLarous, and inhuman 
massacre, not exceeded in atrocity by any similar outbreak of modern time;~. 
Blood and plunde1· united the Lower Sioux, and the reportil of their suc· 
ce:B reaching the Wah-pay-tou~ and Lower Sis:litons on Monday aftc1·noon, 
they, too, although divided in council, to the number of about one hundr<>d and 
fifty, decided to go into the fight. About two o'colck n. m. on Tuesday, the 
19th of Augu:;t, they attacked the ~tore of Stewart B. Garvie, known as 
:Myrick's, mortally wounded Mr. Garvie, the proprietor, and severely wounded 
a youug man named Patwell ; all the re:;t of the trnders fled and escaped. The 
snddennc:;s of the outbreak seems to have taken the:;e Upper Sioux by snr­
pri~e; they seemed to have no concert of action, and acted as if intent on plunder 
rather than to take life. 

l•'riendly- lndinns, and at lea~t one half-breed, Jo~>cph La Frumhoi~, g:1ve 
timely warning to the wlsites at Yellow Medicine and Hazelwood mii'sion. The .. 
employes of the agency, with their families, the agent's tamily, (n wife, thrt>e 
chiltls:en, and two young lndit·s,) and other persons, making, in all, twent.y·two 
men and forty women and children, got together during the night in the agency 
dwelling and warehou~::~e, at hr;;t determined to remain and defend themselves. 
From this conr;.e they were di:;su;Hied by thnt Chri;~tian hero, .John Other· Day. 
(Ampn-t.u-to-kechn.) .By hiR advice, and under his guidance, the entire party, 
sixty-two in all, nt early dawn on Tues!lay morning, the 19th of August, 1862, 
left the ageucy with f4mr wagon:; und one 8ingle CIUTiage, taking nothing With 
them but a 8canty coYering of clothing nnd a few crackers, led by the noble 
Other-Day, they struck out on the uaked prnhie, lit~rally placing their liYes iu 
this faithful creature'!! l11md:<, and· guided by him, and him alonr, after in­
tense suffering and privation, they reached ~hakopee on F1·iday, the 22tl of 
Auguf't, Other-Day never leaving them for an imstant; ant! thi:~ Other-Day i:> n 
pure,fu/l.Uoocled Indian, and was, not long since, one of the wilde.ot and iiercest 
of his mcC'. Poor, noble ft'llt~w, must he, too, be oi!traci~Nl and suffer for the 
sins of his nation? I commC'nd him to the care of a just God and a liberal gov­
ernmeut, und, not only him, but others who did likewi8e. 

The same night the finuilies of the Reverend Stephen R. Riggs and of the 
Re,·erend Dr. T. S. \Yilliam:<on, the de,·oted missionaries and teacher<', as~i~tnnt:>, 
and sojourners connected with the old D,lkota mis:<ion, numbering in all forty­
five soul~. having been wnrue(l and nided by fi·iendly lndiau8, (-~capcd, hardy 
saYing theis· lh·Pt;, msd, aftt·r wandering on the bleak prairie and suffering all 
sort!~ of hardship, arrived l:'afi!ly at. the eettkments on the 24th day of August, 
1862. 

I could relate in detail the hair-hreadth escapes of individuals and families; 
how, for days aud night~, rangisog from two daJi! to eigltt wet·ks, men, delicat.e 
women, nnd little childrC'n, I'Ometimeo~ wounded, almo~t in a state of nudity, and 
Without food other th:m what. tbey Could gatJH,r, wandered, the)• kne\\• not 
where, uutil perchance they were picked un uccidentally, arrived at l!omeflace 
of safety, or wearied, worn out, exhausted, dropped down and died. But for-
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bear. I tocu there, and am a Witness to these heartrending occurrences: I tum 
away from them : let f!ome other pen than mine record them. 

)fooday and Tuesday, August lS nnd 19, 18G2, WPrP days of torture, car­
na~e, desolation, and blood-sad days and gloomy for tiiC .Minne~<ota froutier. 

The savage:<, now E<timulated with their :;Hcce~~e:<, were fi<!rce aud jubilaut; 
~;mall parti(•i! of six ot· :<eYPn, ten or twenty, spread or deployed out nmong the 
frontier settlements in all directions. The nwn were killed, the women tnken 
captive, aml the children, when not killed, left to their fate. The houses and 
barns were burned and the cattle driven off by tluwe small parties sent out for 
tl. ;,, apecialpurpose: 

The~e wl're the foraging partie!'! of Crow's army. Large war parties, num­
bering from one hundred to four hundred, went to .Fort Ridgley, New Ulm, and 
the" llig "\Voods," and, in their mode, mad etheir attacks on those places. But 
1 desire it to be under.Ytood tltnt tluse small foraging parties and thr. larger 
war partie.r ?t•crr constituent parts if one design: they cannot and should not be 
8Cf•flrated. Tl1e .va1•ages en!(aged in the one are as guilty as those engaged in 
the other. Fort .A/;ercrombie was also invested and atta•·ked. 

'fbe peaceful and iudu:~trious frontier people, unarmed and engaged in their 
peaceful avocations, panic: .stricken, fled, abandoning their hornet!, and their crops 
growing ripe for the reaper, in the swath, sheath, or ~tack. The panic was gen­
eral; a bl'lt of country Jl(~arly, if not quite, two hundred miles in length, and, on 
an a\·erage, fifty miles wide, wns entirely abandoned, and as the news spread 
the balance of the State of Minnesota and the frontiers of Wiscom,in nnd Iowa 
wer<· justly alarmed. "\Vhnt were, n few days before, prospProu:~ frontier settle­
ment:! were now scene11 of disturbance, desolation, ruin, and death. Our neigh­
bor-young sister Dakot11.-has, too, suffered hct· full share. Young and weak 
though she is, yet her people are "bone of our Lone and fle:;h of our flesh; " 
and they have been killed, .captured, and ll.ft desolate. 

The real value of the property destroyed or abandonecl, as the immediate re­
sult of the raid, has not yet been a.<certaincd, nor, indeed, can it be for some 
time to come. Bnt I believe I verrncnrly approximate the h'ltth whl·n I set 
it down at two millions of doiJarl'; indeed, the data in my poss{·:;~ion would jus­
tify me in pladng it at a higher figure; and this docs not include the losses on 
tlte re~>ervations of Indian trust property. 

What the result and losses will amount to I cannot now, if indeed it ever can 
be estimated. It cannot be r•stimated in dollars and cents. "\Vhcn the matter 
has pn!!sed into history, the impartial hi~<torian may make a j11st I'St.imate, but 
the time is not yet. In this regard very much, yc·n, in a great menslll'l', every­
thing depends upon the action of gov<'rllln{'llt. If the I'Ufft•rt•rs :m.• promptly 
compl'U:mted, the Indians removed, nod the frontier secured ngaiu>'t the rt•ason­
abl<~ probability of future mid of the kiucl, then the effc~ets of the outbreak 
will tonou comparatively disappear, and the ft·ontier will, in n short time, n·~ume 
its woute<l pro~pcrity; uew settlements of hardy and indu«triou8 piuueers will 
lw made, and edueution, civilization, and religion, will, with "the ~tar of em­
pin~," westward make their way, and all will be Wl•ll. On the eontrary, if there 
arc het<itancy and delay, or twglect and nb:mdoument of the ])(Jlicy indicated, 
the result,; can only be imagined. · 

I now deem it proper to gh·e an account of the dc:.<truction of property upon 
the re~ervations, and in thi:~ I shall be all particular n:~ tJu, limit>~ of this report 
will allow-not t<O p;~rticular at~ I would de~irc-but sufficiently so to convey a 
cl(•ar, general idl'n of the rnnUt•r. 

All the dwclling·houst·~, l except two Indian hou><e~.) storo·>', mill!!, t'hops, nnd 
other huilding11, with their content:< :uul the tool,., impl.,mclll,., atltllllt'll"il" upon 
the upvrr n:,.Prvation Wl•re either tle,otroyed or l'l'tH!t•red ll<<·lt·~,o. Aft<·r u care­
ful f't<limatP I place the lor~~ sustained upon the upper n· .. o·rvation at tlw ,.um of 
84:!5,000. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



406 REPORT OF THE SECHETARY OF THE IKTERIOR. 

On the low«>r reR~n·ation the store~. warehouse~. !'hop~. nnd dwcllin~s of the 
employe~. with their cont.<>nti!, were destroyed entirely, and most of the imple­
ment;> and utenr;il~. and l'lnme of the Indian houSPfl, (eight, I believe, worth, 
with their content:;, about $.5,000,} Wl!re also dcstroy1!d or l'l'llllered usdeBs. The 
mills aud all the re~t of the Indian dwellings werc l(·ft comparatively uulmrmed 
by the Indians. 

The new stone wart.:housc, although bumcd out as far as it could be, tweds 
only an expenditure of a few hundred dollars to makf' it a;o good as ever. I put 
this lo:;s at $375,000. If, however, no attention is paid to tl~e l!t:mding and nn­
injured housrs and mills, they, too, may be taken af! destroyed-lost to all prac­
tical purpo8es-as I feel almost certain that such will be the case. I then·fore 
estimate the cntiw loss at the lower ag,.ncy, in building,., goods, stock, lumber, 
supplieR, fence~. and crop:.:, at not lc:::s than $500.000. Thus, on the reserva­
tions alone, we find a direet lo:.:s of about $1,000,000, and most of this is to be 
placed to the account of the U nitPd States, as tru;.tee for the Indians. Indeed, 
I much doubt whether a million dollars will cover this losl". 

An estimate of the quantity of the growing crops Ln:; already been given. I 
now pre:>cnt nn estimate of their value on the reservations. · 

LOWER SIOUX, 

25, 625 bushels com, at 80 cents ......•...................•. 
32, 500 bushels potatoc~. at 50 cents ........................ . 
13, 500 bushels turnips, at 20 cents ......................... .. 
Beaus, peas, pumpkins, squashcl'l, and other vegetables ......... . 

Total Lower Sioux .................... . ............ . 

UPPER SIOUX. 

27, 7 50 bu;.hels corn, at $1 .•......•........................ 
37,500 bushels potatoes, at 75 cents ........................ . 
20, ~50 bushels turnips, at 30 cents ......................... . 
Beans, peas, pumpkins, squashes, and other vegetables ......... . 

Total Upper Sioux ..............••.•................ 
Add Lower Sioux ... . .............................. . 

$20,500 
16,250 
3,700 
8,000 

48,450 

$27,750 
28, 125 
6,075 
9,000 

70, 9.')0 
48,450 

119,400 

Here, then, we have the value of the crops in round numbers, say $120,000, 
and I am satisfied, as I live, that this estimate is below the real cost of these 
things on the reservations as things at present rate. 

At tl1e time of the outbreak the corn (being early Indian corn} was ju~t ripe 
enough to invite the attacks of myriads of blackbirds and crows, which infest 
the frontier, and it is safe to say that these birds devour fnll one-half of the 
corn of the Lower Sioux, and perhaps as much of that of the Upper Sioux, 
below Lac quJ Parle. 'l'lu.l Indians on Big Stone lakc, nnd, fiw the most part, 
at Lac qui Parle, had gathered aud burie1l their corn before the outbreak dTec­
iually renched them. Indeed, this is true of most of the Upper Sioux above 
Hazelwood mi~sion. 

The Lower Sioux and the Upper Sioux, below the mission, gathered none of 
their!:', except what they used for "roastiug car~" or green com. It was aban­
doned to the birds and immense herds of l'attle which Crow's party had taken 
from the settlers on the frontil·r. 'l'hc:;e lterds were large-how large I cannot 
state-but sufficiently large to cl•·stroy a large quantity of corn, and, with the 
Indians, used up, to a considerable extent, potato crop:~. 
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It i;; impo:!sible to form an accurate estimate of the amount of crops on the 
n>l!ervatinn when General Sibley's command first crossed the Minnesota river, 
on the 19th day of September, A. D. 1862. I think it perfectly safe to state 
that at least one-third of the corn and more than three·fourths of the potatoes 
remained at that time. On that day General Sibley had at least one thousand 
four hundred and fifty, rank and file, besides his teamsters and camp followers, 
who numbered, together, not less than one hundred and fifty men, and he must 
then have had at least two hundred and fifty horses. 

After the battle of Wood luke he was re-enforced, on the 25th of September, 
by not lees than one hundred men, with their transportation teams. After that 
time "mounted men," each one riding one hor~c nnd leading another, in com­
panic!!, began to scatter in, ufltil, by the time he left Camp Release, General Sib­
ley must have had connected with his expedition uot less than two thou11and two 
hundred men and six hundred horses; and during his sta,· on the reservations, 
from the 19th day of September until the 9th day of November, be mu~t have 
had, on an average, uot le~s than one thousand eight hundred men and three 
hundred and fifty horses connected with his expedition. In addition to these, 
the camp of Indian· prisoners which was taken on the 25th of September num­
bered not less, on an average, t-han one thousand seven hundred p1~1·sons, with 
about one hundred yoke of oxen and one hundred and twenty-five ponies and 
hor;;et!. All these remained on the reservations until the 9th day of Novem­
ber, in all, on 11n average, say, fifty days. 

How muc.h all thello men, women, and children, horses, oxen, and ponies con­
sumed in these fifty days I know not; the "rank and file," I know, were by 
no means liberally supplied with rations; sometimes, yea, oftentimes, they ftad 
little else to eat than potatoes and salt and parched corn, and very little salt at 
that. 'l'he horses had little forage be!! ides corn; and the Indians literally lived 
on com and potatoes and beef, foraged or got the best way we could get it. All 
these. potatoes and most of this corn were gathered upon the reservations. How 
much it was I know not, nor will anybody ever know. 

I state only my own conclusions wlJCn I ast~ert that more than one-half of the 
actual subsi:~tence of the soldier!!, teamsters, Indian prisones, horses, ponie;., and 
oxen connected with Colonel (now General) Sibley's expedition, while he re­
mained on the reservations, were obtained from the Indian plantings. 

Starving men, starving horsett, hungry Indians, and hungry oxen "gobbled 
up" the corn mid pot.atoel! at a great rate, when supplies and rations were out of 
the question, away in "the rear." I leave this interesting subject for those 
more apt than I in supplying armies in the field. Why not inve:~tigatc it, so 
that the book~:~ he balanced between tire Interior and War Departmentl!l 

In justice to General Sibley, I must say that, situated as he wato, it was ut­
terly imposl!ible for him to have kept even 1m approximate account of the things 
thus ut~ed. He did all in his power in this 1\::1 well as every other ret~pect. 
With tho means at his command he accompli~lwd wonders. 

On the 7th, 8th, 9th, and lOth of Novembt:>r, wht:>n the troops, Indiant<, nnd 
eV<•rybody dse abandoned the reEervation:c<, there wnt! left of tho crop~ on the 
upper reservution below Big Stone htkl• ahout 4,000 bushels of potntoe:i nnd 
little if any com, and on the lower re8ervntion ahont 15,000 hn~hf'lH of potatoes 

• and 2,000. but< hell! of corn. We have un dPfiuit<> account~ from llig Stone luke, 
but doubtlPs>~ the Iuuinns gathered their crops there. · 

.Much of the lumber wns left uninjured at the lower agc•wy. nn1l the iron, 
steel, stores anil plough!! there wt•w very little damagt'd. 'l'bo luml•cr and 
stores were Ui!ed ndvantageou!<ly by General Siblcy'11 command, and the gene­
ral's direction that all pro}ll!rty not needed by hili command l!honld be prol'crly 
cared for. 

As I had of a reasonable nece~~ity to abandon the ngt:>nl'y and plact' myself 
n the care of the army, I felt and realized that I had little to say or do, and 
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tried to say or do as little as possible, except to obey orders. I felt that I was 
functus riffi,.io, and yielded the practical control of affairs to Major General 
Pope, by whose authority I expect every reasonable account will be given of 
the property taken po:;se,;sion of by the army. lmlced, all the property taken 
possession of by General Sibley was needed by his command to such an ex­
tent that he had to take it or allow his men to ~<Ufft!r, and I certainly would not, 
even if I had believed that I had the power, have objected to the appropriation 
of any property ou the rP~crvatiou;; to the usc and comfort of the gallant men 
who so promptly rusho~d to arms at their country's cn.ll. But what is property 
lost iu comparison with the precious lives cxtingubhed, with the anguish, sorrow 
and heart desolation entailed by this horrible outbreak 1 

For a long time I h:tvc endeavored to secure an accurate account of the num­
ber of those killed and missing since the outbreak. Up to this time, strange IUl 

it may seem, I am only able to furnit'h an approximate statement of the number. 
I believe the following will prove very nearly correct: 

CITIZE:'IIS IIIASSACRED. 

In Renville county, including reservations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 221 
In Dakota Territory, including Big Stone lake... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
In Brown county, including Lake Shctck. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204 
In the other frontier counties ................................ _ . . . . 187 

Total........................ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 644 

SOLDIERS KILLBD IN BATTLE. 

Lower Sioux ferry, Captain Marsh's command....................... 24 
Fort Ridgley and New Ulm...................................... 29 
Birch Coolie.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Fort Abercrombie, Acton, Forest City, Hutchison, and other places, in-

cluding Wood lake ( 4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Total................................................... 93 
Add citizens.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 644 

Aggregate ...................................... : . . . . . . . 737 

Here, then, we have seven hundred and thirty-seven persons who, I am con­
vinced, have been killed by the Indians. More there may be, and I think there 
arc yet. I confine myself to the facts which I have; are they not enough 1 
Most, say two-thirds, of this number were full-grown men and boys over twelve 
years of age, the rest women and children-the mother, the maiden, the little 
boy or girl, and the innocent infant. Ill it not enough 1 I shall nqw proceed 
to consider the question, \Vhat shall be done with the Sioux Indians, and what 
policy shall be adopted towards them? This, is indeed, a serious mattcr-~me 
which I approach not without serious misgivings as to my ability to an~;wer it, 
so much of vital importance alike to the whites and the Indians being de­
pendent upon its solution. 

Whilst I must confine myself to the Sioux, I cannot keep out the fact, that 
wl1at is generally true of the Sioux is also generally true of all our other In­
dian tribes. 

Since the outbreak countless theories have been advanced on this subject. 
Extermination, massacre, banishment, torture, huddling together, killing with 
small-pox, poison, and kindness, have all been proposed. Theories preposte· 
rous, barbarous, inhuman, puerile, impracticable, thoughtless, have been ad-
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vanced and dilated upon. Some have been rCIU!onable, and some fair, but none 
jtut right. Ah! there is the trouble, to get the right theory and the correct prac­
tice of it. Can I accomplish this 1 I much fear I cannot. I do wi8h that I 
or some one else could. All I can hope to do is to approximate, to "try." 
'Vhen we look this subject in the face, I take it few will contend seriously that 
th~ Sioux and all the other Indians cnn be "t•xterminatl'll" just now. Exter­
minate is a l'evere, a terrible word-much cnsier written than put into practical 
operation. Then I leave "extrrmination." And mny we not be careful to in­
quire whether it would be expedient, right or practicable, to place all the Sioux, 
Chippewas, and 'Viunebagoes, on Isle Rojal? Is not thii<, when undi!'guised, 
a proposition for a "Kilkenny rat" fight on an extensive scale 1 To one who 
know" anything of the relations of the Sioux. and Cltippewa1, it does seem so. 
It may be wise, sound, and even Christian, but I must confess my inability to 
sec it in any 8Uch light. Nor can I sec the wisdom of the one" Indian State" 
theory, where all the Indians arc to be congregated in one body politic. It is 
a eplendid ·theory, but it will not work in practice; it is but the Isle Rojal 
theory on a huge scale. If the thing were practicable, if the Indians could 
ever all be "got there," then I would stop to urguc its propriE>ty; but as it 
cannot be and never will be accomplished, I leave it with Isle Rojal and 
"extermit;ation." 

But then the Indians must leave the State of Minnesota, sayR one. So say 
I, emphatically. The rE>ccnt atrocities of tbc Sioux have so exasperated the 
people of the State, as a body politic, that these people and the Sioux Indians 
can never again exist togcthet· with safety or benefit to either in the same State 
limits. 'l'Le Indians must be sent out and kept out of the State, or for years 
and year>~ to come there can be no peace or security. Yet, true as it is, the 
"remnant" of these Sioux must go somewhere, and something must be done 
for them. Now where t<hall they be sent 1 .As we cannot send them out of the 
United State1, they must be settled in some State or some to-be State of "the 
Union." 'l'hey are uot desirable neighbors to white people generally, un<l they 
will prove little better to one set of whites than to another. Hence it is be­
lieved, that the place where and the system wltidt will conduce mo11t effectually 
to establish and keep up non-intercourse between the whites and the Indiana, 
under present circumstances, keeping in view the best interests of both, are 
those which should be ~elected and adopted. The place to which the Sioux 
ought to be sent should then be, as nearly at! possibll.', an isolated one: not only 
isolated now, but one which would promise to be easily kept isolated for as long 
a time as f,ossible. Be>~ides i1olation, other conditions should attach to the lo­
cation. '1 here should be sufficient arable land, wood, water, and pnRturage, 
and the place should, other things being equal, be us near to some ~<ouree of 
supplies, both for the Indians and neces!lary troops, aR possible, and it should 
be healthful. Is there such a place 1 There may be, and doubtless nrc, many; 
yet J know certainly of but oue where all these conditions obtain to any rea­
sonable extent. 

The Coteau dPs Prairie, or "the mountain," is an elevation or swell of the 
vast prairie which spreads out northward, westward, and l!outhward, of Fort 
Ridgley, toward Iowa, the Rocky mountains, and the British pos~<l.'ssionll. 
This prairie mountain is, on an average, about eighteen miles di>~tant from and 
westward of Big Stone lake. From a point west. of the foot of tho lake, and 
nearly parallel thereto, it extends northwnrd ahout thirty miles to the "lwnd 
of the Coteau;" tllit~ is, on an avl.'mge, about ~weuty miles wide. Upon tJii,. l'nd of 
the Coteau there is n large quantity of good ngriculturnl land~<, and rhnius of 
small lnkf•s are literallv ~<rnttercd nil over it. 'J'he~e lnkell nbound in fi>~h, wild 
fowls. and fur-hearing ~mimals. Timber sufficit>nt for prneli(•nl purp<Nil it~ di~­
trihutl•tl nu the banks of thet~c Iukes, and in the imlllm(•rable "coolil'l<" through 
which flow numerous outlets of the Iukes in their courf!e into the ~linne:<nta, 
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Red and Big Sioux rivers. This section of country i~; entirely surrounded by 
prairiP, and for hundreds of miles in every direction there is scm·cely any timber. 
In fact I know of no Hcction of our prairie country less inviting to the emigrant 
than the t~urroundingt~ of this proposed Coteau rescrvat.iou, which would em­
brace some seven hundred !!quare miles. A more healthful region I think no­
where exists. 

Here I would locate the remnant of the annuity Sioux of the Mississippi. 
I say remnant, because of these six thousand Bix hundred annuity Sioux, less 
than four thousand will ever be got together again on any reservation, and 
these will be for the most part women and c!oildren. General Sibley baa now 
in his charg<>, including those condemned to be hanged, about 1,800; and of 
tho~c. exclusive of the convict~. there are only sixty men, and those mostly old 
ones; thus it will be seen that of this 1,800 there are over 1,500 women and 
childn•n, and only sixty men who can be permitted to go at large on a reserva­
tion. The remaining annuity Sioux, numberh.g Borne 4,800, arc with the Yunc­
tonais and other nomadic Landt~, numbering 3,000 or 4,000, doubtless banded 
together for hostile purposes, and mn8t be caught before they arc caged or cared 
for. Until these are l'even~ly chastised, nothing can be done with them. They 
will n"ver deliver themselves up all prisoners; to use a vulgar expre~;sion, "that 
is played out." They can now be taken by force or fine strategy alone. The 
power of the govcmmeut must be brought to bear upon them; theytn.rut he 
whipped, coerced into obedience. After this is accomplished, few will be left to 
put upon a reservation; many will be kill('d; more must perish from famine and 
expol5ure, and the more desperate will flee and seek refuge on the plains m· in 
the mountains. Few except women and children can be captured; and if they 
should be, they never should be allowed to cause trouble again. A very small 
reservation should suffice for them. 

Other and better locations may exi8t, but I know not of them. I simply re­
commend this one for consideration, firmly convinced that it bas peculiar merits. 
I tmbmit it in good faith. 

Let the Indians be located where you please, some policy must be adopted 
towurd them. What <'hull that policy be1 

·with all my feelings of exasper~~;tion again;~t these savages, I cannot recom­
mend other than a humane policy; firm, strong, and even sev.ere it may be, yet. 
allowing free scope for the exercise of wi:;e humanity, the policy Bhould be 
se\·erely and Rtrictly paternal in its general features, and adapted to the nature 
nnd wants of the Indians. 

The government should, then, at once abandon th<: tr<>aty system, and in 
lieu tl1ereof take charge of the Ind:ans as wards or children, not as lunatics or 
madmen, and compel the Indians to 11ubmit to the authority of the government. 
Let the idea be abandoned in theory, as it has, indeed, been in fact, that 
lndinns nre an independent sovereign nation. Treat them just as we find them­
untutoretl, uncivilized barbarians, savages, yet aa human beings not capable or 
fit to manage their own affair:<, but yet su:>ceptible of being prepared by culture 
and di:;cipline to become in time, men, citizens, safe and good neighbor:!. Let a 
simple, clear, and well digested code of laws be adopted for their govemment, 
in form and sub,;t:mce such as the laws regulating the relations of pnrent and 
child, guardian aml ward, or teacher and pupil, and, of cour<>e, the mea11.1 and 
the ]JfJW£'T to c~force the~e laws, and to punish their infractions, should be pro­
vid<>d for, elt!e the lawt< would be of no utility. l\Iore accurately, they would 
not be laws unlel's they were operative and of force. 

'lhis code of laws should require tlw Indian novice to disarm and keep dis­
armed till otherwise ordered; to abstain totally from the n:ediciue, war, scnlp, 
and other b:u·harouto, Htperstitiou;~, and bloody dances; to eschew paint and 
feathers; in short, to abandon and throw away the accursed paraphernalia of 
Indian wnr, murder, superl!tition, jugglery, and bigotry; and•, on the other 
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band, to nrlopt. nnrl prncticc the habits and customs of enlightrned Christian 
civilization; nnd thi~ should be not only required and taug"ht, but rigidly cn­
forcPd. 'l'o thiR end t.hc pious mi8sionary of the crosil mul the devoted tPachcr 
flhould be encouragrd, protected, and su~taincd, and gooll, reliable, and sufficient 
force of troops !'hould alwnys hn on hand to prevent resi>'tance and enforce 
obcdicnce. Unless this fMce is provided and kept on hand ready for any 
t·mcrgency, all the rrst must go for naught. 

Moral fluasion, sugnr-plnms, and the like, may be used in time of pettce, and, 
on proper occnBiont~, to conciliate, to maintain friendly relations. and all that; 
but stern facts stare us in the fncP, and this Indian outbrrak and the "great 
rebellion" have tuught, or are teaching u11, that force nod hard blows arc some­
times needed to ctiforce olwdiencc to law; to quell riots and 11upprrss rebellion. 
How much the more and the bet.t<'r it would be to employ force to pruent all 
tlwse, 1 ~nhmit to others. "A fititch in time save>~ nine," and "in time qf 
peace prepare for war," arc trite maxims; but how little do we heed thPm hi 
prnctice. Had tlwse bePn properly appreciated uud acted upon, our Indian 
raid might han been avoidt·tl, and tlte "gn~at rebellion" prevented. Here let 
us learn n )('~8011 for the future-let U<' always be prepared. 

1f the annuity Sioux, und l!uch others as can be safely placed among them, 
t~hould be located on the north end of tlw Coteau, as recommended, then the 
entire space between the re~ervation and the lake should be declared to be a 
military rPst~rvation, and this reservation 11hould extend over the lake a suffi­
cient distance to cover the coolies of timber on the eastern side of the lake, to 
prevent settlcm(•nts thCJ:"e, and to save tl1e lit.tle timbe1· there for thP- u:<e of the 
troop8. Indeed, I would t<nrrouncl the proposed Indiun by 11 militMy reserva­
tion. Military poHs !<honld then be rstabli~lwd at such points as might be ae­
terminP.d upon by Found military nuthority, with a view to keep the Indians on 
their rc!'ervations, and to keep the whites off the reservation for mutual pro· 
l~ction. Ou th~ re.-ervntion, or such an one, I would place jul't ns many Sioux 
Indians as posl'ible, ~rovide them with tlte mPilll~ in l.·md, anrl tell them to till 
the soil nnd earn their living by the sweat of their brow~, and compel them to 
do it. All 11 g'l'ncrnl ruiP, pay them no money. Brenk up entirt·ly the old 
trading llystem, alike injnrious to the trade1· and the Indinn, and have the 
Indians furnished by the government with tho!!e thingfl which tl1Py need for 
their comfort nnd counnicnce, "·' a reward for labor J1erformed, and not otlur-
1Cilfe. E11t:1hlish a fmffiriPnt number of schools, nnd compel them to srnd their 
children to them. J\lnny will work nnd send their children to school nt tlw 
outset; and whPn they find out that thPy must do it, all the rPst will gradunlly 
come up to their duty with the Uf'e of little or no compulsion. Let the ~~~·stem 
be voluntary to the greutl•st extent pos~ible; bnt keep the force on hanrl, and 
usc when nece!IE~ary. 

Some lndianr>, indeed, ~<nch af' Other Dny, might evPn now he permittNl to 
11ettle among the white~<, as fiu ns mutunl l!afcty is conct•rnetl; hut I doubt 
much iti! cxpt~dir•ncy. Yl't the fnct that .tomr of them have l)('come thnH chris­
tianized and ch·ilized c:>tabliRhes the possibility of civilizing 111111 chri~tinnizing 
more of them, and fitting tlJCm to live among or in the IH'ighhnrl10od nf wl1ite 
men. 'l'o a1~cnmplif'h tlli~ re~nlt, tht• prepamtion of the lndianf' for liti• among 
white men, whPtlwr lw CVI'I" actunlly !ivPs among tlwm nr not., i:< the ohjt·1·t to 
be attained. 'l'o nccomplii!h tllit~, time, lnbor, pntiPnce, and sy8tl'm arc f~"rlnin•d. 
Y cart~, yett, centurit's, it mny tnke. Y Pt I think it cnn h1! doue. I hdie,·e in it. 
not while this is being done, Jet it be kept in mind that thP Jnr!ian IDllf't he 
dr·prived of the m1•anf' of bringiug irretrievublr~ rnin upon him~df, nnd of fleri­
ouflly injuring the white:'. 

I am aware that this propoRerlt>yPtPm of diBarming mHI forrrd l!'ood lwluwinr 
will mel't with muny ol(jection~ ; but I am ~<ali,.fiPd that it if' right, and hem"~ I 
recommP-tul it. 
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One or two things must, in my opinion, happen : either the entire rnce must 
become extinct, or they must assimilate with the whites, and ~ecome part of 
the people, or, if not part of the people, at least fri(·nds of the people. U nle~s 
Indian nationality is aboli:;hed, the lncliau race must, ere long, be known only 
in history. Before the approach of the uggressive civilization of the age, unless 
they become a part of it, they must disappear. 

The white!<, by merely keeping the Indians in a state of semi-national mb­
jection and protection, may over:<hadow them, and, after a few outbreaks 01· 
raids, witness the last remnant of thi~ Jll•ople melt away as the last snow-flakes 
melt away before the spring sun. Yet I do believe that this great nation in its 
strength can and will adopt a >')'f'tem which will, in the end, induce some of 
them, yea, many, to be of u;, and among us-citizen~, neighbors, and friends, 
adopting our habits, speaking our language, ;md wonshipping the God of our 
}'ather<~. Poor fellows ! \Vhil:!t I hate and am exa:;pPratcd at their recent 
atrocitieil, yet I cannot but pity them when I reflect that Gocl, our common 
father, made them for some wi~e purpot!e only known to himself. While I 
would be se,·cre with them, yet I woul<l be just, even generous. 

"While I thus plead for a humane policy, I do not forget that the guilty 
Indians should be punished. Tho:~e who have wantonly killed, massttcred, and 
tortured the whit<·s, ehould not be permitted to Jive; and thi,; not as a matter of 
revenge or hate, but us a matter of ~tern justice. "'henever Indians on a large 
or emall scale commit crime~, they l!hould be promptly punished. A failure to 
do this heretofore bas been very unfortunate, in my humble opinion. I will 
give one instance only, although there arc hundred8. In the winter of the year 
1857 the Sioux Indians ma:;sacred some fifty pert>Oill! at Spirit lake, and took 
several female captives. Yet not one qf tlte Inclia1ts t-ngaged in tltis massacre 
was e11cr punished. · 

It was all charged to lnk-pa-duta, and allowed to pass. The Indians inter­
preted this action, o1· rather non-action of the government, thus: "The whites 
either have not the ability or the inclination to punish Uij-which, we are not 
sure ; but we are not satisfied that they will not punish Ul!." Thus they rea­
soned, and kept on committing depredation~, and wet·e n£>ver punil!hed. This 
was all wrong. At the time of this • Spirit-lake massacre, the power of the 
government to punish the guilty should have been exhibited and exercised. 
~very guilty Indian should have been punished-should have suffered the just 
penalty of his crimes. Had thiB been done, then 1 believe that our recent out­
break would never have occurred. 

I ilincerely hope that no fal!'e philanthropy or morbid sentimentalism will 
ever cause a repetition of the course pursued by the govemment in regard to 
the Spirit-lake massaem. 

But I must close thi:; long report. It iil not what I had desired it should be; 
but yet I hope it may do some good. \Vith this hope I submit it, in its 
pre!.'ent imperfect and crude st>\tc. 

Very re~pectfully, your obedient servant, 

CLARK \Y. THoMPSON, Esq., 

THOl\lAS J. GALBRAITH, 
Sioux Agt'ftt. 

Superintendent qf Indian Affairs, St. Paul, lllinnesota. 

No. 145. 

AoENCY OF THE CHIPPEWAS OF LAKE SUPERIOR, 
Ba.lffidd, TVisconsin, October 1, 1863. 

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith my third annual report of the con­
dition of the Indians within this agency. 
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